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INTRODUCTION:
UNRAVELING THE
MYSTERY OF THE
BIG FOUR

When  readers  delve
into the vast catalog of
Agatha  Christie,  they
often  encounter  a
peculiar  entry  among
her  Hercule  Poirot
novels: The Big Four.
Published in 1927, this
book stands apart from
the  classic  whodunits
t h a t  c e m e n t e d
Christie’s  reputation.
Instead  of  a  single
corpse  in  a  country
h o u s e ,  t h e  n o v e l
p r e s e n t s  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

conspiracy,  a  secret
s o c i e t y  o f  f o u r
m a s t e r m i n d s
d e t e r m i n e d  t o
dominate the world. It
is  a  spy  thril ler,  an
adventure story, and a
showcase  of  Poirot’s
deduct ive  powers
p u s h e d  t o  t h e i r
absolute limit. For fans
of  the  genre,  the  big
four  Agatha  Christie
r e p r e s e n t s  a
f a s c i n a t i n g
departure—a  gripping,
fast-paced  narrative
that  reveals  a  different
side  of  the  famous
Belgian  detective.  In
th is  a r t i c le ,  we’ l l
exp lo re  the  p l o t ,
characters,  themes,
and  lasting  legacy  of
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this  unique  Christie
novel ,  providing  a
comprehensive look at
why  it  continues  to
intrigue readers nearly
a  century  after  its  first
publication.

OVERVIEW OF THE
BIG FOUR: A
DEPARTURE FROM
TRADITION

Agatha  Christie  wrote
The Big Four during a
period  when  she  was
experimenting with her
storytelling. Unlike her
more celebrated works,
such as Murder on the
Orient  Express  or  The
M u r d e r  o f  R o g e r
Ackroyd, this novel was
originally  serialized  in
magazines  and  later
collected  into  book
form.  The  episodic
nature  of  the  story  is
evident:  each  chapter
reads  almost  l ike  a
standalone  adventure,
l i n k e d  b y  t h e
overarching  threat  of

the  four  villains.  The
book  also  features  a
framing  device—the
narrative is relayed by
Poirot’s  fr iend  and
chronicler,  Captain
Arthur  Hastings,  who
provides  a  personal
account  of  their  most
dangerous  case.  This
structure  makes  the
b i g  f o u r  A g a t h a
Christie a thrilling ride,
bu t  a l so  one  tha t
divides critics and fans
alike. Some appreciate
its bold shift away from
the  convent iona l
puzz le  p lot ,  whi le
o thers  p re fe r  the
tighter,  more  focused
m y s t e r i e s .
Nonetheless, the novel
remains a key part  of
Christie’s  bibliography
and a testament to her
versatility.

PLOT SUMMARY:
POIROT FACES A
GLOBAL THREAT

T h e  s t o r y  b e g i n s
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innocently  enough.
Hastings  returns  from
South  America  and
reunites with Poirot  in
London. However, their
peaceful  reunion  is
shat te red  when  a
mysterious  Chinese
man arrives at Poirot’s
flat,  mumbles
something  about  “the
B i g  F o u r , ”  a n d
collapses—dead.  This
event  sets  off  a  chain
o f  i n t r i g u e  t h a t
introduces  the  titular
organization:  a  secret
society  consisting  of
four individuals, each a
master  in  their  field.
They  are:

Number One: Li
Chang Yen, a
Chinese
mastermind who
orchestrates the
group’s grand
plan.
Number Two: A
Frenchwoman
known only as
“Madame,” a

brilliant actress
and
impersonator.
Number Three:
A wealthy
American
financier who
controls the
world’s money.
Number Four: A
mysterious figure
called “The
Destroyer,” a
genius in science
and destruction.

Poirot  soon  realizes
that  the  Big  Four  are
behind  a  ser ies  of
seemingly  unrelated
events: the murder of a
s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e
k i d n a p p i n g  o f  a
politician, and a plot to
d e s t a b i l i z e
governments.  With
Hastings  by  his  side,
Poirot  travels  across
E u r o p e ,  e m p l o y s
disguises,  and  even
stages  his  own  death
to  infiltrate  the
enemy’s  circle.  The
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p a c e  i s
relentless—there  are
n a r r o w  e s c a p e s ,
double-crosses,  and
dramatic  revelations.
Christie’s  imagination
runs  wi ld ,  and  the
novel  climaxes  with  a
confrontat ion  in  a
secret  underground
lair.  Throughout  the
chaos,  Poirot’s  “little
grey cells”  remain his
greatest  weapon,  but
the story also tests his
physical  courage  and
resourcefulness.

The
Episodic
Nature of
the
Narrative
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
distinctive  aspects  of
the  big  four  Agatha

Christie  is  its  chapter-
by-chapter  adventure
format.  Or iginal ly
published as a series of
short  stories  in  The
Sketch magazine, each
installment contained a
self-contained  mystery
that contributed to the
l a r g e r  a r c .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  e a r l y
chapters  deal  with  a
missing  submarine
inventor,  a  poisoned
governess ,  and  a
bizarre séance. Christie
later revised and linked
these episodes for the
novel,  but  the  seams
remain  visible.  Some
readers  enjoy  this
breakneck  storytelling;
others  find  it  less
cohesive than her later
novels. Nevertheless, it
offers a unique window
into Christie’s  creative
process and her ability
to  sustain  suspense
over  mult ip le  p lot
threads.
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KEY CHARACTERS
IN THE BIG FOUR

Beyond  Poirot  and
Hastings,  the  novel
introduces  a  cast  of
vivid  personalities.
Here  are  the  most
significant:

Hercule Poirot:
At the height of
his powers,
Poirot is both
brilliant and
vulnerable. He
faces an
opponent that
matches his
intellect number-
for-number, and
he must call
upon all his skills
to survive.
Captain Arthur
Hastings: The
narrator and
Poirot’s loyal
friend. Hastings
provides the
human
perspective,
often missing

clues that Poirot
sees, but he also
proves his worth
as a brave
companion.
Li Chang Yen
(Number One):
The calm,
philosophical
mastermind who
believes in order
through control.
He is a
formidable
antagonist, never
directly revealed
in human form
until the final
moments.
Madame
(Number Two):
A master of
disguise, she
frequently fools
even Poirot. Her
character
embodies the
idea of deception
and theatricality.
Mr. Abe Ryland
(Number
Three): A cold,
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calculating
financier who
uses money as a
weapon. He
represents the
corruption of
wealth.
Number Four
(The
Destroyer): A
mysterious figure
whose identity is
a major twist. His
scientific
expertise allows
the group to
commit perfect
crimes.

Supporting  characters,
such  as  the  pol ice
inspector  Japp  and  a
helpful Chinese servant
named  Ingles,  add
depth  and  variety.
However,  the  focus
remains  on  the  duel
between Poirot and the
collective  intelligence
of  the  Four.

THEMES AND
LITERARY
SIGNIFICANCE

The Big Four is more
than  just  an  action-
packed  thr i l ler ;  i t
exp lo res  seve ra l
themes  that  resonate
with  i ts  h istor ica l
context.  The  1920s
were  a  time  of  social
upheava l ,  fea r  o f
a n a r c h i s m ,  a n d
growing  international
tension.  Christie  taps
into these anxieties by
c reat ing  a  sec re t
organization that seeks
to  control  the  world.
The novel can be read
as a meditation on the
dangers  of  unchecked
power and the fragility
of civilization.

Internatio
nal
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Intrigue
and
Espionag

e
Unlike the cozy British
s e t t i n g s  o f  m o s t
Christie novels, the big
four  Agatha  Christie
c r o s s e s
b o r d e r s — L o n d o n ,
Paris,  New  York,  and
even the Far East are
mentioned. This global
scope gives the story a
c i n e m a t i c  f e e l ,
reminiscent  of  early
spy films. It also allows
Christie  to  play  with
cultural  stereotypes of
h e r  t i m e ,  w h i c h
modern  readers  may
find  dated.  Yet,  the
u n d e r l y i n g
m e s s a g e — t h a t
cooperation  between
nations and individuals

is necessary to defeat
evil—remains timeless.

The
Power of
Deductio
n vs.
Conspirac
y
Poirot’s  method  relies
on  observation  and
logical  reasoning.  But
in  The  Big  Four ,  he
faces  an  enemy  that
uses  propaganda,
impersonation,  and
large-scale  deception.
This  forces  Poirot  to
adapt, not just to solve
a  p u z z l e ,  b u t  t o
d i s m a n t l e  a
conspiracy.  The  novel
t h u s  r a i s e s  t h e
question:  can  rational
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deduction  defeat  a
coordinated,  irrational
threat?  Chr ist ie ’s
answer  is  a  cautious
yes,  but  not  without
sacrifice. Poirot’s faked
d e a t h  a n d  t h e
destruction of his home
symbolize the personal
cost  of  fighting
powerful  forces.

RECEPTION AND
LEGACY

When  The  Big  Four
was  first  published,  it
r e c e i v e d  m i x e d
reviews.  Some  critics
praised  its  innovation
and  energy,  whi le
others  lamented  the
d e p a r t u r e  f r o m
Christie’s  trademark
fair-play mystery. Over
time,  it  has  gained  a
cult  following.  Today,
m a n y  r e a d e r s
apprec iate  i t  as  a
historical curiosity and
a  s h o w c a s e  o f
Christie’s  range.  The
novel also has a unique

place  in  the  Poirot
canon—it  introduces
elements  that  were
later  used  in  other
stories,  such  as  the
concept  of  a  secret
c r im ina l  ne twork
(which  appears  again
in  Partners  in  Crime
a n d  T h e  S e c r e t
Adversary).
In popular culture, the
b i g  f o u r  A g a t h a
Christie  was  adapted
for  television  in  the
long-running  series
Agatha Christie’s Poirot
starring  David  Suchet.
T h e  a d a p t a t i o n
simplified  the  plot  and
c h a n g e d  s e v e r a l
characters ,  but  i t
brought the story to a
new  audience.  The
novel  also  influenced
later  writers  of  spy
fiction,  though  it
remains overshadowed
by  Christie’s  other
masterpieces.
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WHY THE BIG
FOUR STANDS OUT
IN CHRISTIE’S

OEUVRE

For  die-hard  fans  and
newcomers  alike,  the
b i g  f o u r  A g a t h a
Christie  offers  a
refreshing  change  of
pace.  Here  are  a  few
r e a s o n s  w h y  i t
deserves  attention:

High Stakes:1.
Unlike murders
that affect only a
small circle, this
plot threatens
global peace.
Poirot is not just
solving a crime;
he is preventing
a catastrophe.
Character2.
Development:
We see a more
proactive and
adventurous
Poirot. He goes
undercover,
fights physically,
and even fakes

his
death—actions
that are rare in
other novels.
Hastings’3.
Voice: The first-
person narration
from Hastings
gives the story
an immediacy
and emotional
weight. His
admiration for
Poirot and his
own bravery
make him a
compelling
guide.
Variety of4.
Puzzles: Each
chapter contains
a miniature
mystery, from
coded messages
to locked rooms.
This makes the
book ideal for
readers who
enjoy short,
digestible
sections.

Of  course,  the  novel



10

10 The Big Four Agatha Christie 2025-04-26

a l s o  h a s
weaknesses—the  plot
can  feel  rushed,  and
some  coincidences
stretch credibility.  Yet,
i ts  sheer  audacity
makes  it  memorable.
For  any  student  of
Christie’s work, the big
four Agatha Christie  is
essential  reading  to
understand  how  she
grew  as  a  writer  and
experimented  with
genre  boundaries.

CONCLUSION: A
BOLD EXPERIMENT
IN CRIME FICTION

Agatha Christie is best
known for her carefully
constructed  puzzles
and  her  ab i l i t y  to
misdirect readers until
the  final  reveal.  The
Big Four  breaks  that
mold,  offering  a
sprawling, adventurous
tale  that  pits  Poirot
a g a i n s t  a  s u p e r -

criminal  organization.
While it may not be her
m o s t  c r i t i c a l l y
acclaimed  work,  i t
undeniably  showcases
her imaginative power
and her willingness to
take risks. For readers
w h o  h a v e  o n l y
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e
classic,  single-location
mysteries,  this  novel
provides  a  thrill ing
detour.  The  big  four
A g a t h a  C h r i s t i e
remains a testament to
the fact that even the
queen  of  crime  could
s u r p r i s e  h e r
audience—and  that
Hercule  Poirot  was
capable  of  far  more
than  s i t t ing  in  an
armchair and using his
l i t t l e  g r e y  c e l l s .
Whether  you  are  a
longtime admirer  or  a
newcomer to Christie’s
world, this book is well
worth your time.


