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BRINGING SAFETY
AND
STORYTELLING TO
LIFE: THE POWER
OF OFFICER
BUCKLE AND
GLORIA
WORKSHEETS

If you have ever spent
time in an elementary
classroom,  you  know
there are certain books
that  simply  resonate.
They  make  children
laugh,  think,  and  ask
for  them  to  be  read
again and again. Peggy
Rathmann’s  Caldecott
Medal-winning  picture
book,  Officer  Buckle

and  Gloria,  is  one  of
those  rare  gems.  It
tells the story of a well-
meaning  police  officer
who  gives  safety  tips
t o  a  v e r y  b o r e d
audience—until  he
brings his new partner,
Gloria  the  dog,  along.
The twist, of course, is
that  Gloria  is  the real
star;  she  performs
tricks  behind  Officer
Buckle’s back, and the
children  finally  pay
attention. It  is  a story
abou t  t eamwork ,
friendship,  safety,  and
the joy of  sharing the
spotlight.
For  educators  and
parents, this book is a
goldmine  of  teaching
opportunities. And that
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is  where  Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria
worksheets come into
play.  These  resources
h e l p  t r a n s f o r m  a
delightful  story  into  a
structured  learning
experience.  Whether
you  a re  t each ing
r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
exploring  themes  of
community  safety,  or
encouraging  creative
wr i t ing ,  the  r ight
worksheets  can  make
all  the  difference.  In
this  article,  we  will
explore the many ways
you  can  use  these
materials  to  engage
young  learners,  build
essential  skills,  and
create  memorable
lessons.

WHY OFFICER
BUCKLE AND
GLORIA IS A
CLASSROOM
FAVORITE

Before  div ing  into

specific  worksheet
activities,  it  is  helpful
to understand why this
book works so well  in
an educational setting.
At  its  core,  Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria  is
about  communication
and connection. Officer
Buckle  has  important
information  to  share,
b u t  h e  l a c k s  t h e
charisma  to  hold  an
audience.  Gloria,  on
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,
instinctively  knows
how to engage people.
Together,  they form a
perfect team.
This  narrative  offers
r i c h  l a y e r s  f o r
discussion.  Children
can  talk  about  what
makes  a  good  friend,
w h y  l i s t e n i n g  i s
important,  and  how
everyone  has  unique
strengths.  The  book
also  introduces  safety
concepts  in  a  non-
threatening  way—tips
like never taking candy
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from  strangers  and
a lways  wear ing  a
helmet  are  woven
naturally into the story.
For  teachers ,  th is
means  a  single  read-
a l o u d  c a n  s p a r k
conversations  about
l i t e r a c y ,  s o c i a l -
emotional  learning,
and  life  skills  all  at
once.  Officer  Buckle
a n d  G l o r i a
worksheets  he lp
c a p t u r e  t h e s e
discussions  and  turn
them  into  tangible
learning  artifacts.

KEY LEARNING
OBJECTIVES
SUPPORTED BY
THESE
WORKSHEETS

When  select ing  or
designing  worksheets
for  th is  book,  i t  i s
helpful  to  keep a  few
c o r e  l e a r n i n g
objectives in mind. The
best  resources  do not
just  fill  time;  they

target  specific  skills.
Here are some of  the
primary  goals  that
well-crafted  Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria
worksheets  c a n
address:

Reading
Comprehension
: Understanding
plot, character
motivation, and
sequence of
events.
Vocabulary
Development:
Introducing
words like
audience,
attention, safety,
and teamwork.
Character
Analysis:
Comparing and
contrasting
Officer Buckle
and Gloria, and
describing how
they change.
Cause and
Effect:
Identifying why
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the audience
reacts differently
when Gloria is
present.
Writing Skills:
Responding to
prompts, writing
safety tips, or
creating
alternative
endings.
Social-
Emotional
Learning:
Discussing
friendship,
sharing credit,
and feeling
valued.

B y  a l i g n i n g  y o u r
worksheet  activities
with  these  objectives,
you  ensure  that  the
time  spent  with  the
book is meaningful and
productive.

TYPES OF OFFICER
BUCKLE AND
GLORIA

WORKSHEETS YOU
CAN USE

The beauty of this book
is that it lends itself to
many  different
formats.  Below  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
effective  categories  of
worksheets ,  each
designed  to  target  a
specific  area  of
learning.

Compreh
ension
and
Sequenci
ng
Workshee
ts
T h e s e  a r e  t h e
backbone of any book-
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b a s e d  l e s s o n .
C o m p r e h e n s i o n
w o r k s h e e t s  a s k
students  to  recall  key
details from the story.
Fo r  example ,  you
might  create  a  page
that  asks:  “Why  does
Officer  Buckle  feel  sad
at the beginning of the
story?” or “What does
Gloria  do  while  Officer
Buckle  is  talking?”
S e q u e n c i n g
worksheets take this a
step further by asking
students  to  order
events from the story.
This reinforces memory
and  helps  chi ldren
understand  narrative
st ructure .  A  good
sequencing  worksheet
for  Officer  Buckle
and  Gloria  might
include  pictures  from
the book that students
cut out and arrange in
the correct order.

Vocabular
y and
Word
Study
Workshee
ts
Peggy Rathmann uses
accessible  yet  rich
language.  Worksheets
focused on vocabulary
can  help  students
internalize  new terms.
You  might  include  a
matching  exercise
where  students  pair
words  like  “audience”
or  “applause”  with
their  definitions.
Another idea is a fill-in-
the-blank activity using
sentences  from  the
book.  For  example:
“Officer  Buckle  gave
safety  ____  a t  the
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school  assembly.”
(Answer:  tips).  These
activities  build  word
knowledge in a context
that  feels  natural  and
engaging.

Character
Analysis
Workshee
ts
This book is perfect for
t e a c h i n g  y o u n g
readers  how  to  think
about  characters.  A
simple  Venn  diagram
worksheet  can  help
students  compare
Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria.  What  traits  do
they  share?  What
m a k e s  e a c h  o n e
unique? You might also
ask students to draw a
picture of their favorite
character  and  write
t h r e e  s e n t e n c e s

explaining  why.  For
o l d e r  o r  m o r e
advanced  students,  a
“character  change”
worksheet  can  track
how  Officer  Buckle’s
feelings  evolve  from
the  beginning  to  the
end of the story.

Writing
Prompt
Workshee
ts
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
flexible  tools  in  your
teaching arsenal is the
writing prompt. Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria
worksheets  that
include writing prompts
encourage students to
express  thei r  own
ideas.  Some  effective
prompts  include:

“Write your own1.
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safety tip that
Officer Buckle
might add to his
collection.”
“Describe a time2.
when you helped
a friend or a
friend helped
you.”
“If you could3.
create a new
adventure for
Officer Buckle
and Gloria, what
would happen?”
“Why is it4.
important to
share the
spotlight with
others?”

These prompts develop
writing  fluency  and
a l low  s tudents  to
connect  the  story  to
their own lives.

Safety-

Themed
Extension
Workshee
ts
Since  the  book  is  filled
with  practical  safety
advice, you can extend
the  lea rn ing  w i th
worksheets  that  focus
on  real-world  safety
scenarios. For instance,
you  might  create  a
worksheet  showing
different
s i t u a t i o n s — l i k e
crossing  the  street  or
finding  a  lost
item—and ask students
to  c i r c l e  the  sa fe
choice. Another activity
could  involve  listing
five safety rules for the
home  or  playground.
These  worksheets  tie
the story directly to life
sk i l l s ,  making  the
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learning  both  relevant
and memorable.

CREATIVE
EXTENSION
ACTIVITIES TO
PAIR WITH
WORKSHEETS

While  worksheets  are
excellent for structured
learning,  they  work
best when paired with
hands-on  activities.
T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n
reinforces the material
and  keeps  students
engaged.  Here  are  a
f e w  i d e a s  t h a t
complement  Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria
w o r k s h e e t s
beautiful ly.

Classroo
m Safety

Poster
Project
After reading the book
a n d  c o m p l e t i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
worksheets,  invite
students to create their
own  safety  posters.
Provide  them  with
chart  paper,  markers,
and crayons. Ask them
to pick  one safety  tip
from the book or invent
a new one. Display the
posters  around  the
classroom  or  hallway.
This  activity  turns
passive  learning  into
active  creation.

Readers
Theater
Read ing  the  book
aloud is wonderful, but
a  readers  theater
performance takes it to
another  level.  Assign
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roles for Officer Buckle,
Gloria  (who  may  just
bark  or  wag her  tail),
and  the  nar ra tor .
Students  can  perform
the  story  for  another
class  or  at  a  school
assembly.  Worksheets
focused  on  character
emotions  can  help
students  prepare  for
their  roles by thinking
a b o u t  h o w  t h e i r
character  feels  at
different  points  in  the
story.

Gloria
Trick
Chart
Glor ia  per forms  a
variety of tricks during
the  school  assemblies
in  the  book.  Create  a
simple chart worksheet
where students list the
tricks  she  does  and
then draw a picture of

their favorite one. This
combines  observation,
recall ,  and  artistic
express ion.  I t  is  a
simple  activity,  but  it
reinforces  the  central
role Gloria plays in the
story.

HOW TO
INTEGRATE THESE
WORKSHEETS
INTO A UNIT PLAN

If you are a teacher or
homeschooling  parent,
you  may  wonder  how
to  fit  all  these  ideas
into  a  cohesive  plan.
The good news is that
Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria  worksheets
are  flexible  enough  to
be  used  over  several
days  or  even  a  ful l
week. Here is a sample
structure:
Day  1:  Read  Aloud
and Discussion
Read the book to  the
class.  Pause  to  ask
questions  and  make
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predictions.  Follow  up
w i t h  a  s i m p l e
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
worksheet to check for
understanding.
Day  2:  Vocabulary
and  Sequencing
Review new vocabulary
words  from the  story.
Complete a vocabulary
matching  worksheet.
Then,  give  students  a
sequencing  worksheet
to  reinforce  the  order
of events.
Day  3:  Character
Study
Focus on Officer Buckle
and Gloria. Use a Venn
diagram  worksheet  to
compare them. Discuss
how  they  work  as  a
team. Follow up with a
short  writing  prompt
about  teamwork.
Day 4: Safety Focus
Revisit  the  safety  tips
f r o m  t h e  b o o k .
Complete  a  safety-
themed  worksheet.
Begin  a  c lassroom

safety poster project.
Day  5:  Culmination
and Celebration
F in i sh  the  sa fe ty
posters.  Present  them
to the class or display
them  in  the  school.
Optionally,  read  the
book  one  more  time,
letting students  chime
in  on  familiar  parts.
Use  a  reflection
workshee t  where
students  share  what
they  learned.
This  structure  ensures
t h a t  t h e  b o o k  i s
explored from multiple
a n g l e s ,  a n d  t h a t
worksheets  are  used
purposefully  rather
than  as  busywork.

TIPS FOR USING
WORKSHEETS
EFFECTIVELY

Not all worksheets are
created  equal.  To  get
the  most  out  of  your
Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria  worksheets,
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keep  these  t ips  in
mind:

Differentiate
when possible.
Provide different
versions of a
worksheet for
students at
different reading
levels. A
struggling reader
might draw
answers, while
an advanced
student writes
paragraphs.
Mix
independent
and group
work. Some
worksheets are
best completed
alone, but others
can be done in
pairs or small
groups.
Collaborative
work builds
communication
skills.
Use visuals.
Young learners

benefit from
worksheets that
include pictures.
If you are
creating your
own materials,
add simple
illustrations or
leave space for
students to draw.
Connect to real
life. Whenever
possible, link
worksheet
activities to
students' own
experiences. This
increases
engagement and
retention.
Keep it fun. The
goal is to deepen
understanding of
a beloved story,
not to overwhelm
students. A well-
designed
worksheet feels
like a game, not
a chore.
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FINDING AND
CREATING QUALITY

WORKSHEETS

You  can  find  many
ready-to-use  Officer
Buckle  and  Gloria
worksheets  online
f rom  educat iona l
reta i lers ,  teacher
blogs,  and  resource
sharing sites. Look for
materials  that  are
clearly  designed,  age-
appropr i a te ,  and
a l igned  wi th  your
learning  goals.  If  you
prefer  to  create  your
own ,  you  can  use
simple  templates  or
software  to  design
custom pages. The key
is  to  ensure  that  the
worksheets are visually
clean,  instructions  are
clear, and the content
is  directly  tied  to  the
book.
Remember,  the  best
worksheet  is  one  that
encourages  a  child  to
think,  write,  or  draw

wi th  purpose .  I f  a
worksheet can spark a
conversation or a new
idea,  it  has  done  its
job.

CONCLUSION

Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria is more than just
a charming story about
a  police  officer  and  his
c lever  dog .  I t  i s  a
lesson  in  friendship,
communication,  and
the  importance  of
s a f e t y .  B y  u s i n g
thoughtfully  designed
Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria  worksheets,
educators and parents
can extend the magic
o f  t h e  b o o k  i n t o
meaningful  learning
experiences.  Whether
y o u  f o c u s  o n
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
vocabulary,  character
analysis,  or  creative
w r i t i n g ,  t h e s e
w o r k s h e e t s  h e l p
children  connect  with
the story on a deeper
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l e v e l .  T h e y  a l s o
provide  a  structured
w a y  t o  a s s e s s
understanding  and
encourage  expression.
So  the  next  time you
share  this  delightful
book  with  a  young
reade r ,  cons i de r
pairing  it  with  a  few

w e l l - c h o s e n
worksheets.  You  may
be  surprised  at  just
how  much  the  story
can  teach—and  how
much  your  students
will  love learning from
Officer  Buckle  and
Gloria.


