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MASTERING
AUTOMATION
TESTING: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
TARUN LALWANI
QTP BOOK

In the rapidly evolving
wor ld  o f  so f tware
quality  assurance,  few
names  resonate  with
as much authority and
practical  wisdom  as
Tarun  Lalwani.  For
decades,  aspiring  and
p r o f e s s i o n a l
automation  testers
have  turned  to  his
work to bridge the gap
between  theoretical
knowledge  and  real-
world  appl icat ion.

W h e n  d i s c u s s i n g
essential resources for
test  automation,  the
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
book  stands out as a
definitive  guide.  More
than just a manual, it is
a  comprehens ive
roadmap  that  has
shaped the careers  of
count less  testers
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f
QuickTest  Professional
(QTP),  now  known  as
Micro  Focus  Unified
Functional  Testing
(UFT).  This  art ic le
explores  the  profound
impact of this work, its
key concepts, and why
i t  r e m a i n s  a
cornerstone  reference
in  the  automat ion

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Tarun Lalwani Qtp Book 2024-05-11

testing  landscape.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE TARUN
LALWANI QTP
BOOK IN
SOFTWARE
TESTING

To truly appreciate the
value  of  the  Tarun
Lalwani  QTP  book,
o n e  m u s t
understand  the
context  in  which  it
was written.  During
the  peak  of  QTP's
dominance,  testers
f a c e d  a  s t e e p
learn ing  curve .
While the tool itself
w a s  p o w e r f u l ,
official
documentation often
lacked  the  depth
required  to  solve
complex,  day-to-day
testing  challenges.
Tarun  Lalwani,  a
r e n o w n e d
automation architect
and  Microsoft  MVP,

filled  this  critical
void.  His  book  was
not just  a  technical
manual;  i t  was  a
collection  of  battle-
tested  strategies,
practical  solutions,
and  deep  insights
into  the  engine  of
QTP.  It  transformed
how  the  test ing
c o m m u n i t y
approached  script
development, object
identification,  and
framework  design.

Who is
Tarun
Lalwani?
Before  delving  further
into the content of the
book,  it  is  helpful  to
understand the author.
Tarun  Lalwani  is  a
highly  respected  figure
in  the  automat ion
testing  community,
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known  for  his  deep
expertise in QTP, UFT,
and  Selenium.  He  is
t h e  f o u n d e r  o f
QAInfoTech  (now  part
of  Qualitest)  and  has
contributed extensively
to online forums, blogs,
and training platforms.
His  practical  approach
to  solving  automation
problems  has  earned
him  a  loyal  following.
When  he  decided  to
compile his knowledge
into a book, the result
was a text that felt less
like  a  textbook  and
m o r e  l i k e  a
conversation  with  a
seasoned mentor.  The
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
book  quickly  became
synonymous  w i th
practical,  expert-level
guidance.

CORE THEMES AND
LEARNING
OBJECTIVES

The  Tarun  Lalwani
Q T P  b o o k  i s

structured  to  take  a
reader  from  a  basic
understanding  of  the
tool  to  a  mastery  of
advanced  automation
concepts.  I t  is  not
m e r e l y  a  l i s t  o f
f e a t u r e s ;  i t  i s  a
p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g
companion.  The  book
is  particularly  famous
for its deep dives into
several critical areas of
test automation.

1.
Mastering
Object
Identifica
tion and
Repositor
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y
Managem

ent
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
challenging aspects  of
QTP/UFT  i s  ob ject
identification. The book
dedicates  substantial
content  to  explaining
how  QTP  recognizes
objects  "under  the
hood."  It  covers:

Object Spy
Techniques:
Moving beyond
basic usage to
understand how
to inspect
complex web and
desktop
applications.
Descriptive
Programming:
This is a key area
where the Tarun
Lalwani QTP
book excels. It

teaches readers
how to write
scripts without
relying on the
Object
Repository,
offering dynamic
and robust object
identification
strategies.
Repository
Management:
Best practices for
organizing,
sharing, and
merging Object
Repositories in a
team
environment,
ensuring
reusability and
maintainability.
Smart
Identification
and Ordinal
Identifiers:
Explaining how
QTP uses these
mechanisms to
identify objects
and how to
configure them
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for optimal
performance.

2.
Building
Robust
Automati
on
Framewo
rks
A  significant  portion  of
the  book  is  dedicated
to  framework  design.
Th i s  i s  whe re  the
author's experience as
a  solutions  architect
t ru l y  sh ines .  The
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
b o o k  p r o v i d e s
blueprints  for  several
f ramework  types ,
including:

Linear1.
Frameworks:
For simple,
record-and-
playback
scenarios.
Modular2.
Frameworks:
Teaching how to
break down
scripts into
reusable
functions and
actions.
Data-Driven3.
Frameworks:
In-depth
guidance on
feeding test data
from Excel
sheets,
databases, and
XML files to run
the same test
with multiple
data sets.
Keyword-4.
Driven
Frameworks:
The book is
particularly
praised for its
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explanation of
keyword-driven
testing, which
separates the
test logic from
the automation
code, enabling
non-technical
testers to
contribute.
Hybrid5.
Frameworks:
Combining the
best elements of
other
frameworks for
maximum
flexibility and
power.

The book does not just
list  these  frameworks;
it  provides  real  code
e x a m p l e s  a n d
architectural  diagrams
t o  h e l p  t e s t e r s
i m p l e m e n t  t h e m
effectively.

3.
Advanced
VBScript
Program
ming for
QTP
QTP  uses  VBScript  as
its  scripting  language.
The  Tarun  Lalwani
QTP  book  elevates
t h e  r e a d e r ' s
unders tand ing  o f
VBScript  beyond basic
syntax. It covers:

Object-
Oriented
Programming
in VBScript:
Using classes,
properties, and
methods to write
cleaner, more
modular code.
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Error Handling:
Implementing
robust On Error
Resume Next
and custom error
handlers to
prevent test
failures from
halting
execution.
Dictionary
Objects and
Collections:
Using advanced
data structures
to manage test
data efficiently.
File System
Operations:
Reading, writing,
and manipulating
files and folders
from within QTP
scripts.

WHY THIS BOOK
REMAINS
RELEVANT FOR
UFT USERS

Even  though  Micro
Focus has evolved QTP

into  UFT  (Unified
Functional Testing), the
core  architecture,
scripting  logic,  and
many of the challenges
remain the same. The
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
book continues to be a
vital reference for UFT
use rs  f o r  seve ra l
reasons:

Foundatio
n for API
and Web
Services
Testing
Modern  UFT  enhances
its  ability  to  test  APIs
and  web  serv ices.
H o w e v e r ,
understanding  the
scripting  fundamentals
from  Lalwani's  book
p r o v i d e s  a  s o l i d
foundation for building
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c o m p l e x  A P I  t e s t
s c e n a r i o s  a n d
validating  response
data.

Transition
ing to
Other
Tools
Many  tes ters  who
mastered the concepts
in  th i s  book  have
s u c c e s s f u l l y
transitioned  to  other
automation  tools  like
Selenium  WebDriver,
Cypress, or Playwright.
The  logical  thinking
around  framework
d e s i g n ,  o b j e c t
identification
strategies,  and  data
management taught in
the  Tarun  Lalwani
QTP  book  i s  too l -
agnostic.  It  teaches
y o u  h o w  t o  b e  a n

automation  engineer,
not  just  a  QTP  user.

Communi
ty and
Continue
d
Learning
The book is not just a
standalone  product;  it
is  a  gateway into  the
extensive  community
of  testers  who  follow
Tarun  Lalwani.  His
b log,  forums,  and
o n l i n e  c o u r s e s
complement the book,
providing updates and
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n
challenges  faced  by
modern  automation
teams. This ecosystem
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
knowledge in the book
stays current.
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PRACTICAL
LESSONS FROM
THE TARUN
LALWANI QTP
BOOK

Let  us  examine  some
specific,  practical
lessons  that  readers
consistently  praise
f r o m  t h e  T a r u n
Lalwani QTP book.

Lesson 1:
The Art of
Descripti
ve
Program
ming
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful  concepts  in
the book is Descriptive
Programming.  Instead
of recording an object,

you  instruct  QTP  on
how  to  find  it.  For
example,  instead  of
clicking  a  button  that
was  recorded,  you
write  code  l ike:
Browser("title:=Login")
.Page("index:=0").Web
Button("name:=Submit
" ,  " h t m l
tag:=INPUT").Click
The book explains how
to  use  properties  like
micclass,  html  tag,
a n d  r e g u l a r
expressions  to  make
these  descriptions
dynamic  and  resilient
to UI changes. This skill
a l o n e  c a n  s a v e
hundreds  of  hours  of
maintenance  for  a
large  test  suite.

Lesson 2:
Creating
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a
Reusable
Function

Library
The  book  emphasizes
the  importance  of
creating  a  centralized
library  of  reusable
functions.  Instead  of
writing the same login
or  navigation  code  in
every test, you store it
in  a  function  library.
The  Tarun  Lalwani
QTP  book  provides
detailed  examples  of
how  to  bui ld  these
libraries, manage their
execution,  and  handle
parameters  efficiently.
This  is  the  foundation
of  a  mainta inab le
automation  suite.

Lesson 3:
Debuggin
g and
Reporting
Automation  is  rarely
perfect on the first run.
The  book  dedicates
significant  attention  to
debugging  techniques
within  QTP,  such  as
using breakpoints,  the
Immediate  Window,
and Watch variables. It
also guides readers on
h o w  t o  g e n e r a t e
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
custom  HTML  reports
that  provide  c lear
vis ibi l i ty  into  test
execution,  far  beyond
the default QTP results.

HOW TO GET THE
MOST OUT OF THIS
RESOURCE

Reading  the  Tarun
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Lalwani QTP book  is
n o t  a  p a s s i v e
experience.  To  truly
benefit,  one  must
approach  i t  with  a
hands-on  mindset.

Code Along: Do
not just read the
code examples.
Type them out in
your QTP/UFT
environment.
Modify them.
Break them. Fix
them. This is the
most effective
way to
internalize the
concepts.
Work on a Real
Project: Apply
the framework
design principles
to an actual
application, even
if it is a small
personal project.
Build a data-
driven test for a
simple form, or
create a
keyword-driven

framework for a
demo website.
Join the
Community:
Participate in
forums and
groups where
Tarun Lalwani is
active. Ask
questions, share
your solutions,
and learn from
the experiences
of other testers.
Update Your
Knowledge:
Complement the
book with current
resources on UFT
to learn about
the latest
features, such as
AI-based object
detection, cross-
browser testing
improvements,
and integration
with ALM/QC.

COMPARING THE
TARUN LALWANI
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QTP BOOK TO
OTHER

RESOURCES

Several  other  books
and  online  courses
cover QTP and UFT, but
the  Tarun  Lalwani
QTP  book  ho lds  a
unique  position.  Many
official  guides  are
comprehensive  but
o f t e n  f e e l  l i k e
extended feature lists.
They tell you what the
tool  can  do,  but  not
necessarily how to use
it smartly in a complex,
r e a l - w o r l d
environment.
Lalwani's book, on the
o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s
solutions-oriented.  It
anticipates  the  pain
points  that  testers
encounter daily.  Other
resources  may  cover
d e s c r i p t i v e
programming  in  a
chapter;  this  book
b u i l d s  a n  e n t i r e
philosophy around it. It

is often considered the
"bible" for QTP because
it addresses the "why"
and  "how"  in  addition
to  the  "what ."  For
testers  who  want  to
m o v e  f r o m  b e i n g
scripters  to  becoming
automation  architects,
t h i s  b o o k  i s  a n
indispensable guide.

THE LEGACY OF
THE BOOK IN
MODERN
AUTOMATION

The  influence  of  the
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
book  ex tends  fa r
beyond the tool  itself.
Many  of  the  concepts
popularized  in  this
book  have  become
standard  practices  in
t h e  a u t o m a t i o n
industry. The emphasis
on  modular  design,
d e s c r i p t i v e
programming,  and
hybrid frameworks can
be seen in modern test
automation  patterns
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for tools like Selenium
and  Cypress.  Testers
who cut their teeth on
this  book  often  find
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a
deeper  understanding
o f  a u t o m a t i o n
principles  than  those
who started with more
modern,  but  more
abstracted,  tools.
T h e  b o o k  a l s o
championed the idea of
t h e  a u t o m a t i o n
engineer as a problem
solver. It taught testers
to think critically about
script  maintenance,
data management, and
framework design. This
mindset is invaluable in
a n  e r a  w h e r e
environments  change
rapidly,  and  the  need
for  robust,  adaptive
automation  is  higher
than  ever.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS
RESOURCE FOR

SERIOUS TESTERS

In  conclus ion,  the
Tarun  Lalwani  QTP
book is far more than
a technical manual for
a  legacy  tool.  It  is  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
a u t o m a t i o n
e n g i n e e r i n g .  I t
p r o v i d e s  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
knowledge  needed  to
d e s i g n  r o b u s t ,
maintainable,  and
s c a l a b l e  t e s t
automation  suites.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
struggling  with  object
identification,  building
a  keyword-dr iven
framework,  or  simply
trying  to  make  your
scripts  more  reliable,
this  book  offers  clear,
practical  solutions
drawn  from  years  of
real-world  experience.
For any software tester
s e r i o u s  a b o u t
mastering  automation,
regard less  o f  the
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specific  tool  they  use
today,  the  lessons
con ta ined  i n  th i s
essential  work  remain
a s  r e l e v a n t  a n d
valuable as ever. It is a

resource  that  builds
not  just  skills,  but  a
proper  engineering
mindset  for  quality
assurance.


