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INTRODUCTION:
THE TERROR OF
TELEPORTATION IN
STEPHEN KING’S
"THE JAUNT"

Among the vast library
of  horror  fiction  that
S tephen  K ing  has
produced over the past
five decades, few short
stories  linger  in  the
mind  quite  like  "The
Jaunt." First published
in the June 1981 issue
of  The  Magazine  of
Fantasy  &  Science
F i c t i o n  a n d  l a t e r
collected  in  King’s
1 9 8 5  a n t h o l o g y
Skeleton  Crew,  this
deceptively simple tale

of  teleportation  has
become  a  benchmark
of psychological horror.
The keyword Stephen
K i n g  T h e  J a u n t
represents  more  than
just  a  story  title;  it
e n c a p s u l a t e s  a
masterclass in building
dread,  exploring  the
fragility  of  the  human
mind,  and  reminding
readers  that  some
doors  are  best  left
unopened.  In  th is
article,  we  will  delve
d e e p  i n t o  t h e
narrative,  its  thematic
resonance, the science
behind  the  fiction,  and
w h y  t h i s  s t o r y
continues  to  terrify
new  generations  of
readers  decades  after
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its initial publication.

THE PREMISE: A
FUTURE WHERE
DISTANCE IS DEAD

Stephen King sets "The
Jaunt"  in  a  fu tu re
where  teleportation
h a s  b e c o m e  a s
commonplace  as  air
travel. The technology,
known  as  "jaunting,"
allows  instant  travel
across  vast  distances
by  t ranspor t ing  a
person  th rough  a
mysterious  void  while
they  are  rendered
unconscious.  The  key
rule  is  absolute:  the
traveler  must  be  fully
sedated  before  the
process  begins.  Those
who  remain  conscious
during the Jaunt do not
return with their sanity
intact.  They  emerge
raving,  catatonic,  or
w o r s e .  T h e  s t o r y
unfolds  as  a  family
prepares  for  a  Jaunt
from  Earth  to  Mars.

The father, Mark Oates,
attempts  to  calm  his
chi ldren  by  tel l ing
them the origin story of
the  technology.  This
f raming  dev ice  i s
c l a s s i c  K i n g :  a
m u n d a n e  f a m i l y
conversation  cloaking
a n  a p p r o a c h i n g
apocalypse of the soul.

The
Narrative
Structure:
A Slow
Burn to
Madness
The genius of Stephen
King The Jaunt lies in
i t s  n a r r a t i v e
architecture. The story
o p e r a t e s  o n  t w o
timelines.  The present



Stephen King The Jaunt 3

3

timeline involves Mark,
his wife, and their two
children  sitting  in  a
w a i t i n g  r o o m ,
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e
procedure.  The  past
timeline  recounts  the
discovery of  the Jaunt
by  a  scientist  named
Victor  Carune,  who
inadvertently  unlocked
t h e  h o r r o r s  o f
c o n s c i o u s
teleportation.  King
masterfully  weaves
these threads together,
using the historical tale
as  a  warn ing .  The
reader knows, as Mark
t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f
Carune’s  experiments,
that something terrible
is  inev i tab le .  The
suspense is  not  about
if  something  will  go
wrong, but how  it  will
m a n i f e s t .  T h i s
narrative  technique
transforms  a  simple
sci-fi  premise  into  an
exercise in unbearable
tension.

THE HEART OF
HORROR: "IT’S
ETERNITY IN
THERE"

At  the  core  o f  any
discussion of Stephen
King The Jaunt is the
story’s  most  famous
l ine ,  u t te red  by  a
victim  of  a  conscious
Jaunt: "It’s eternity in
there." This phrase is
the story’s thesis. King
p o s i t s  t h a t
teleportation  does  not
merely move the body
from point A to point B.
Instead,  the  traveler’s
c o n s c i o u s n e s s
experiences the entire
j o u r n e y ,  b u t  t h e
j o u r n e y  t a k e s  a n
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e
amount  of  subjective
t i m e .  W h a t  i s  a n
instant in the physical
world becomes millions
of  years  of  solitude,
darkness,  and sensory
deprivation  for  the
m i n d .  C a r u n e ’ s
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experiments  on  mice
and  humans  reveal
t h a t  c o n s c i o u s
awareness  during  the
J a u n t  l e a d s  t o
i r r e v e r s i b l e
psychological  damage.
The horror is not gory
o r  v i s c e r a l ;  i t  i s
existential. King forces
the reader  to  imagine
being trapped alone in
a black, silent void for
an  eternity,  while  the
outside world  ticks  by
in a single second.

The
Science
of
Subjectiv
e Time
W h i l e  K i n g  t a k e s
considerable  creative
liberties,  the  concept
of  subject ive  t ime

distortion has roots  in
bo th  phys i c s  and
psychology. The theory
of  relativity  tells  us
t h a t  t i m e  i s  n o t
absolute. For a traveler
moving  at  near-light
speeds,  time  slows
down  relative  to  an
observer.  King  hijacks
t h i s  c o n c e p t  a n d
a p p l i e s  i t  t o
teleportation.  The
Jaunt,  he  suggests,
compresses  all  the
time of the journey into
the  traveler’s  mind.
What makes the story
so  effective  is  its
internal  logic.  The
reader accepts that the
void is a realm where
c o n s c i o u s n e s s
operates without input,
without sensation, and
wi thout  end .  Th is
scientific  gloss  makes
t h e  h o r r o r  f e e l
p l a u s i b l e .  T h e
Stephen  King  The
Jaunt  experience is  a
r e m i n d e r  t h a t
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sometimes  the  most
terrifying  possibilities
are those that twist our
unders tand ing  o f
reality.

THEMATIC
ANALYSIS: FEAR
OF THE UNKNOWN
AND PARENTAL
GUILT

The Fear
of Losing
Control
One  of  the  dominant
themes in "The Jaunt"
is  the  fear  of  losing
control. The technology
r e q u i r e s  t o t a l
surrender. You must be
u n c o n s c i o u s ,
completely  vulnerable,
trusting  a  machine  to
carry  your  body  and
soul  across  the  void.
For many readers, this
resonates with a primal

a n x i e t y  a b o u t
anesthesia,  sleep,  and
death  i t se l f .  K ing
amplifies  this  by
m a k i n g  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
waking  up  during  the
p r o c e d u r e  s o
nightmarish. The story
explores  the  thin  line
between  trust  and
terror. Mark Oates is a
father who believes he
has  everything  under
control.  He  tells  the
story  to  educate  his
children,  to  reassure
them.  Ye t ,  a s  the
narrative  unfolds,  it
becomes  clear  that
control  is  an  illusion.
The universe, or in this
case,  the  Jaunt,  does
not care about human
plans.

Parental
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Responsi
bility and

Tragedy
T h e  e n d i n g  o f
Stephen  King  The
Jaunt  is  one  of  the
most  devastating  in
modern horror. Without
giving away too much
for  new  readers,  the
c l imax  invo lves  a
child’s  decision  and  a
parent’s  failure.  King
u s e s  t h e  f a m i l y
dynamic  to  heighten
the stakes. The story is
as  much  about  the
d a n g e r s  o f
technological hubris as
it  is  about  a  father’s
inability to truly protect
his children. Mark tells
the story of Carune as
a  cautionary  tale,  but
he  fails  to  recognize
the warning signs in his
o w n  f a m i l y .  T h i s
d ramat i c  i r ony  i s

painful.  The  reader
se e s  t he  t r agedy
coming  long  before
Mark does. The theme
of  parental  guilt  is
universal. Every parent
fears making a mistake
that  will  harm  their
child.  King  takes  that
fear and literalizes it in
the  most  horrifying
way  imaginable.

LITERARY STYLE
AND
CRAFTSMANSHIP

King’s  prose  in  "The
Jaunt" is leaner than in
his  novels.  The  short
story format forces him
to  be  economical .
Every sentence serves
a  p u r p o s e .  H e
establishes the setting
with  quick,  efficient
strokes.  The  waiting
room  is  described  in
sterile,  clinical  terms,
contrasting  with  the
warm,  human  anxiety
of  the  fami ly .  The
dialogue between Mark
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and  his  children  feels
authentic,  capturing
t h e  w a y  p a r e n t s
simplify complex ideas
for  young minds.  This
naturalism  makes  the
eventual  horror  even
more jarring. King also
employs a technique of
repetition.  The  phrase
"the  Jaunt"  appears
frequently, becoming a
ominous  incantation.
By the end of the story,
the  word  itself  feels
c u r s e d .  T h i s  i s  a
hallmark of King’s best
work:  turning  ordinary
language into a source
of dread.

Pacing
and
Revelatio
n
The pacing of the story
is  del iberate.  King

spends  considerable
time on the backstory
of  Victor  Carune’s
exper iments .  The
reader learns about the
mice  that  went  mad,
scratching at their own
eyes,  and  the  first
human  volunteer  who
emerged  babbl ing
about  eternity.  Each
revelation  raises  the
stakes.  The  reader
becomes  hyper-aware
of the danger, making
the  wa i t i ng  room
s c e n e s  a l m o s t
unbearab le .  K ing
knows that anticipation
is often more powerful
than  the  payoff.  When
the climax arrives, it is
quick,  bruta l ,  and
unforgettable. The final
image  is  seared  into
the  reader’s  memory.
This  balance  of  slow
bu i ld  and  sudden
r e l e a s e  i s  w h y
Stephen  King  The
J a u n t  r e m a i n s  a
textbook  example  of
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short  horror  fiction.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND LEGACY

Influence
on
Science
Fiction
Horror
" T h e  J a u n t "  h a s
influenced  countless
writers,  filmmakers,
and  game  designers.
Its  core  concept  of  a
t e l e p o r t a t i o n
technology  with  a
hidden,  psychological
c o s t  h a s  b e e n
b o r r o w e d  a n d
referenced widely. The
i d e a  t h a t  a
instantaneous  travel
method  could  be  a
gateway  to  madness
resonates  in  an  age

where  technology  is
advancing  faster  than
our  understanding  of
its  implications.  The
story  is  frequently
cited in discussions of
cosmic  horror  and
weird  fiction.  King
blends the rational with
the  inexp l i cab le ,
creating a fear that is
both  intellectual  and
visceral.  The  story  is
also  a  favorite  among
fans  of  the  anthology
f o r m a t ,  o f t e n
appearing in lists of the
bes t  shor t  ho r ro r
stories  of  al l  t ime.

Adaptatio
ns and
Media
To  date,  "The  Jaunt"
has not been adapted
into  a  major  feature
film,  though  it  remains
a  popular  target  for
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adaptation discussions.
The story did appear as
a segment in the 1992
television  series  The
New  Twilight  Zone,
w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  a
version  of  the  tale.
More  recently,  there
have been rumors of a
film  or  streaming
adaptation, but nothing
has  materialized.  The
difficulty  of  adapting
"The  Jaunt"  lies  in  its
interiority. Much of the
h o r r o r  i s  i n  t h e
description of what the
conscious  travelers
experience,  which  is
s u b j e c t i v e  a n d
abstract .  A  v isual
medium would need to
find  a  creative  way  to
represent the void and
t h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f
eternity.  Many  fans
argue that the story is
best  left  as  a  written
w o r k ,  w h e r e  t h e
reader’s  imagination
does the heavy lifting.
The  Stephen  King

The Jaunt  community
remains  passionate,
w i t h  f a n  a r t ,
d i s cuss i ons ,  and
analysis  keeping  the
story alive in the digital
age.

WHY "THE JAUNT"
ENDURES

Universal
Themes
in a Sci-Fi
Package
The enduring power of
"The  Jaunt"  comes
from  its  universality.
While the trappings are
science  fiction,  the
themes  are  timeless.
T h e  f e a r  o f  t h e
unknown, the terror of
losing one’s mind, the
guilt  of  a  parent,  and
the hubris of believing
we can control  nature
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are  all  deeply  human
concerns.  King  does
not  need  to  invent  a
monster.  He  simply
asks  the  reader  to
consider what it would
be  like  to  experience
infinite  time  alone.
That  is  a  fear  that
transcends genre.  The
story also taps into the
a n x i e t y  a b o u t
t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t
pervades  modern  life.
As  we  stand  on  the
brink  of  AI,  genetic
engineering, and space
travel,  "The  Jaunt"
serves as a cautionary
tale.  Just  because  we
can do something does
not  mean  we  should.
The  road  to  hel l  is
p a v e d  w i t h  g o o d
intent ions,  and  in
King&#8217s universe,
it  is  also  paved  with
teleportation pods.

The
Power of
the
Unseen
King is a master of the
unseen. He knows that
w h a t  t h e  r e a d e r
imagines  is  always
more  frightening  than
what can be shown on
a page. In "The Jaunt,"
the void itself is never
described in detail. We
only  see  its  effects.
The  maddened  mice,
the raving humans, the
white hair and terror of
those who survive.  By
k e e p i n g  t h e  v o i d
abstract,  King  allows
each  reader  to  fill  in
the  blank  with  their
own  worst  nightmare.
This  technique  is  why
the story is so effective
on a re-read. Knowing
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the  ending  does  not
lessen  the  impact.
Indeed,  it  heightens
the dread. Every line of
d ia logue  f rom  the
children  becomes  a
kni fe  twist ,  every
reassurance from Mark
a  lie.  The  story  is  a
masterclass  in  using
suggestion  to  create
horror.  The  Stephen
King The Jaunt legacy
is built on what is left
unsaid.

CONCLUSION: A
WARNING FROM
THE MASTER OF
HORROR

In  the  pantheon  of
Stephen  King’s  short
fiction,  "The  Jaunt"
stands as a unique and
terrifying achievement.
It  is a story that uses
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f
science  fiction  to
explore  the  darkest

corners  of  the  human
psyche. It is a warning
about  the  dangers  of
progress,  the  fragility
of  the  mind,  and  the
unbr idgeable  gap
between  parents  and
children.  The  story’s
final  line  remains  one
of the most chilling in
a l l  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .
Decades  a f te r  i t s
publication,  Stephen
K i n g  T h e  J a u n t
continues  to  haunt
readers,  proving  that
the  most  effective
h o r r o r  i s  n o t  t h e
monster under the bed,
but  the  eternity  that
waits in the dark. If you
h a v e  n o t  y e t
exper i enced  th i s
masterpiece,  approach
wi th  caut ion .  And
remember the one rule
that  must  never  be
broken:  do not open
your eyes.


