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INTRODUCTION: THE LONG-
AWAITED RETURN TO A
THRILLING SAGA

For fans of  fast-paced biblical  thrillers,
f e w  s e r i e s  h a v e  c a p t u r e d  t h e
imagination  quite  like  the  Babylon
Rising  novels.  Co-authored  by  the
legendary Tim LaHaye, best known for
the Left Behind series, and Greg Dinallo
(later joined by Bob Phillips), this quartet
of  novels  followed  the  adventures  of

archaeologist  and  scholar  Michael
Murphy. Murphy’s thrilling race against a
shadowy global cabal to uncover ancient
artifacts  with  apocalyptic  implications
kept readers on the edge of their seats.
The series concluded with The Edge of
Darkness  in  2006,  leaving  a  massive
cliffhanger that has echoed in the minds
of  fans  for  nearly  two  decades.  The
question  on  everyone’s  lips  remains:
what  is  the  status  of  the  Babylon
Ris ing  book  5  re lease ?  Th i s
comprehensive article delves deep into
the history of the series, the reasons for
the prolonged delay, and what readers
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can  realistically  expect  regarding  the
next  chapter  in  Michael  Murphy’s
journey.

THE LEGACY OF MICHAEL
MURPHY: RECAPPING THE SERIES

To understand the immense anticipation
for  a  fifth  installment,  one  must  first
appreciate the narrative groundwork laid
in  the  first  four  books.  The  Babylon
Rising  series  was  more  than  just  a
typ ica l  t reasure  hunt ;  i t  was  a
sophisticated blend of biblical prophecy,
archaeological speculation, and modern-
day espionage.

Book 1: Babylon
Rising
The series opener introduced readers to
Michael  Murphy, a professor of  biblical
archaeology  who  is  also  a  daring
adventurer. The plot revolves around the
search  for  the  legendary  lost  brass
serpent  of  Moses,  a  relic  of  immense
power.  Murphy  battles  the  clandestine
organization known as the "Seven," who
seek the artifact  for  world domination.
The book set the template: high-stakes
puzzles, secret codes hidden in ancient
texts, and a relentless ticking clock.
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Book 2: The
Secret on Ararat
In this sequel, Murphy turns his attention
to  the  ultimate  archaeological  prize:
Noah’s Ark. The search takes him to the
treacherous  slopes  of  Mount  Ararat,
where he uncovers  not  just  wood and
tar,  but  a  secret  that  could  rewrite
human history. The novel expanded the
mythology of the series, deepening the
conflict  with  the  forces  of  evil  and
hinting at a much larger, more terrifying
prophecy yet to unfold.

Book 3: The
Europa
Conspiracy
Shifting locations to the heart of Europe,
the third book sees Murphy investigating
a  cryptic  connection  between  ancient
Babylon and the modern-day European
Union.  The  discovery  of  a  mysterious
artifact  linked  to  the  Tower  of  Babel
suggests  that  the  old  world  order  is
rising again. This installment was crucial
for expanding the geopolitical scope of
the  series,  weaving  biblical  end-times
prophecy into contemporary issues.
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Book 4: The
Edge of Darkness
The fourth and, to date, final book raised
the stakes to their highest point. Murphy
confronts  the  terrifying  reality  of  a
potent ia l  nuc lear  catast rophe
orchestrated  by  the  Seven.  The  novel
ends  on  a  staggering  cliffhanger,  with
Murphy in mortal peril  and the fate of
the world hanging in the balance. It is
this unresolved ending that has fueled
the desperate demand for the Babylon
Rising book 5 release.

WHY THE DELAY? THE STORY
BEHIND THE MISSING SEQUEL

The extended hiatus following The Edge

of  Darkness  has  been  a  source  of
frustration  and  speculation.  Several
factors  have  contributed  to  the  delay,
making  the  future  of  the  series  a
complex puzzle in itself.

The Passing of a
Collaborator
One of  the  most  significant  hurdles  was
the death of  co-author Greg Dinallo in
2009.  Dinallo  was  instrumental  in
crafting the modern thriller elements of
the story, including the pacing, dialogue,
and action sequences. His passing left a
creative  void  that  was  difficult  to  fill.
While Tim LaHaye was the architect of
the  overarching  biblical  framework,
D i n a l l o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  g r i t t y ,
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contemporary  voice  that  made  the
pages  turn  so  quickly.

Tim LaHaye’s
Other
Commitments
Tim LaHaye, before his own passing in
2021,  was  a  prolific  writer  and  speaker.
Alongside the Babylon Rising series, he
was deeply involved in the Left Behind
franchise,  which  demanded  significant
attention  for  sequels,  prequels,  and
movie  adaptations.  LaHaye  also
authored numerous non-fiction works on
prophecy  and  Christian  living.  This
divided focus meant that the Babylon

Rising book 5 release was repeatedly
pushed to the back burner.

The Shift to Bob
Phillips
After  Dinallo’s  passing,  author  Bob
Phillips was brought in to co-author the
final  two  books  of  the  initial  series
(Books 3 and 4).  While Phillips did his
best  to  maintain  continuity,  some
readers  felt  a  shift  in  tone  from  the
earlier  works.  Following the  release  of
The  Edge  of  Darkness,  a  planned  fifth
book  was  announced  but  never
materialized.  The  loss  of  the  original
creative  synergy  between  LaHaye  and
Dinallo made it difficult to move forward
with the same energy.
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WHAT COULD BABYLON RISING
BOOK 5 HAVE BEEN ABOUT?

While  official  details  are  scarce,  the
clues left in the fourth book provide a
tantalizing roadmap for what a fifth book
would have explored.

Resolving the
Cliffhanger
The  most  immediate  task  for  any  fifth
book  would  be  to  resolve  the  life-or-
death situation facing Michael Murphy at
the end of The Edge of Darkness. Fans
are  desperate  to  learn  how  Murphy
escapes  his  latest  trap  and  what  the
personal cost will be.

The Rise of the
Antichrist Figure
Throughout the series, the "Seven" have
served  as  a  precursor  to  a  more
significant evil. The books are steeped in
LaHaye’s premillennial  dispensationalist
theology,  which suggests the rise of  a
world  leader—an  Antichrist.  A  fifth  book
would  likely  have  seen  this  figure  step
out  of  the  shadows,  consolidating
political and economic power in a way
that mirrors the prophecies of the Book
of Revelation.
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The True
Purpose of the

Artifacts
Each book in the series centered on a
specific  biblical  artifact  (the  brass
serpent, Noah’s Ark, the Tower of Babel
fragment). The underlying theme is that
these  items  are  not  just  historical
curiosities but are keys to understanding
and  perhaps  altering  the  end-times
timeline.  Book  5  would  likely  have
revealed the ultimate purpose of these
artifacts  and  how  they  fit  into  a  single,
catastrophic plan for global domination.

THE STATUS OF THE BABYLON
RISING BOOK 5 RELEASE

As  of  2024,  the  official  status  of  the
Babylon  Rising  book  5  release
remains  unconfirmed  by  any  major
publisher.  With  the  passing  of  Tim
LaHaye  in  December  2021,  the  series
has lost its primary visionary. This has
led to a great deal of speculation within
the fan community.

The Possibility of
a Posthumous
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Collaboration
It is not uncommon for literary estates to
hire ghostwriters to complete unfinished
works.  The  LaHaye  estate  holds  the
rights to the characters and the series.
There  is  always  a  possibility  that  a
pub l i sher  cou ld  commiss ion  a
writer—perhaps  someone  like  Bob
Phillips  or  a  new  thriller  author—to
complete the series based on LaHaye’s
surviving  notes.  However,  no  such
project  has  been  officially  announced.

The Bible

Prophecy Market
There  is  still  a  significant  market  for
Christian-themed  thrillers  that  blend
theology  with  action.  The  success  of
other series in this genre suggests that a
fifth  Babylon  Rising  book  could  be
commercially  viable.  However,  the
publishing  industry  has  become  more
cautious, and a new book would need to
appeal  to  both nostalgic  older  readers
and a new generation of thriller fans.

E-Book and
Audiobook



Babylon Rising Book 5 Release 9

9

Editions
In recent years, the original four books
have  been  re-released  in  digital  and
audiobook  formats.  This  resurgence  in
availability has rekindled interest in the
ser ies .  Many  l i s teners  who  are
discovering  the  story  for  the  first  time
are asking the same question: when is
the  Babylon Rising book 5  release
date?  The  growing  digital  footprint
suggests that the intellectual property is
still considered valuable.

ALTERNATIVE READS WHILE YOU
WAIT

For  those  who  have  exhausted  the
original Babylon Rising series and are
hungry for something similar, there are

several  excellent  alternatives  that
scratch  the  same  itch.

The Left Behind Series (Tim
LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins):
This is the definitive end-times
series from LaHaye. While it
focuses on the Rapture and the
Tribulation rather than
archaeology, it explores the same
prophetic themes.
The SIGMA Force Series (James
Rollins): For fans of the
archaeological thriller aspect,
Rollins’ series is a superior choice.
It combines cutting-edge science,
ancient history, and military
action.
The Cotton Malone Series
(Steve Berry): Berry’s novels
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focus on a former government
operative who gets drawn into
historical conspiracies. The
attention to historical detail is
excellent for fans of the puzzle-
solving elements of the Babylon
Rising books.
The Noah’s Ark Quest Series
(Bodie and Brock Thoene):
These authors also write biblical
adventure, focusing on the search
for lost artifacts with a strong
spiritual message.

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF THE
SERIES

Why does the demand for the Babylon
Rising book 5 release persist after so
many  years?  The  answer  lies  in  the
unique  combination  of  elements  that

LaHaye and Dinallo perfected.

Intellectual
Stimulation
These books are not just about running
and  shooting.  They  are  about  codes,
ciphers, and ancient languages. Readers
feel smart when they follow along with
Murphy as he deciphers a clue from the
Book of Daniel or the Dead Sea Scrolls.
The series validates the idea that faith
and intellect are not mutually exclusive.

Moral Clarity
In  a  genre  often  filled  with  gray  areas,
the Babylon Rising series offers a clear
battle between good and evil. The stakes
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are not  just  personal  but  cosmic.  This
sense of purpose and destiny is deeply
appealing  to  readers  who  want  their
entertainment to have meaning.

The Unresolved
Story
Ultimately,  the strongest driver for the
demand is the lack of closure. A story
about the end of the world that has no
ending  is  inherently  frustrating.  Fans
have  invested  in  Michael  Murphy’s
journey for four books, and they feel a
profound sense of incompleteness. The
Babylon  Rising  book  5  release
represents a promise that was made but
never kept.

CONCLUSION: A STORY WAITING
FOR ITS FINAL CHAPTER

The Babylon Rising book 5 release
remains one of the most anticipated yet
unfulfilled  promises  in  the  world  of
Christian thriller  fiction.  The series,  born
from  the  mind  of  one  of  the  most
influential  religious  authors  of  the  20th
century, captured a unique moment in
publishing where faith-based storytelling
met  high-octane  adventure.  While  the
passing of Tim LaHaye and Greg Dinallo
has cast a long shadow over the future
of the franchise, the characters and the
unresolved plot still resonate with a loyal
fanbase. Whether a publisher eventually
picks up the mantle or the story remains
an unfinished masterpiece, the legacy of
Michael Murphy’s first four adventures is
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secure. For now, readers can only hope that  one  day,  the  final  mystery  will  be
solved,  and  the  world  will  finally


