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WHY THE AMSCO AP US HISTORY 2015 EDITION
REMAINS A GOLD STANDARD FOR APUSH
PREPARATION

For  students  navigating  the  demanding  waters  of  Advanced
Placement United States History, the right study resource can
mean  the  difference  between  a  passing  score  and  a  top-tier
result. Among the many review books and textbooks available,
one  title  has  consistently  earned  the  trust  of  educators  and
students alike: the Amsco AP US History 2015  edition. This
particular version, published to align with the redesigned APUSH
framework  introduced  in  2014-2015,  represents  a  pivotal
moment in how students prepare for the exam. Even years after
its release, the 2015 edition is still  sought after for its clarity,
structure,  and  depth.  This  article  explores  why  this  book
continues to be a valuable tool, what makes it unique, and how
students  can  use  it  to  master  the  complexities  of  American
history.

What Is the Amsco AP US
History 2015 Book?
The Amsco AP US History 2015 book, formally titled "United
States  History:  Preparing  for  the  Advanced  Placement
Examination,"  is  a  comprehensive  review  guide  designed
specifically  for  the  AP  US  History  exam.  Unlike  a  traditional
textbook that covers centuries of history in sprawling chapters,
the  Amsco  book  is  streamlined  and  exam-focused.  The  2015
edition was a particularly important release because it was the
first  to  fully  adapt  to  the  College  Board's  revised  APUSH
curriculum, which emphasized historical thinking skills, thematic
analysis,  and  document-based  reasoning  over  simple
memorization  of  facts  and  dates.
This edition is often referred to simply as "the Amsco book" by
APUSH students,  and  it  occupies  a  unique  niche.  It  is  not  a
primary  textbook  per  se,  but  rather  a  supplementary  review
guide  that  condenses  the  essential  content  while  providing
extensive  practice  with  the  types  of  questions  found  on  the
actual exam. The 2015 version set a new standard for alignment
with  the  new  exam  format,  which  included  multiple-choice
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questions based on primary sources, short-answer questions, a
document-based question (DBQ), and a long essay question.

Key Features of the Amsco
AP US History 2015 Edition
What sets the 2015 edition apart from earlier and later versions?
Several distinctive features made it a favorite among teachers
and students.

Period-Based Organization: The book is divided into
nine periods, mirroring the College Board's official APUSH
framework. This structure helps students understand
history thematically and chronologically, rather than as
isolated events. Each period begins with a clear overview
and a list of key concepts.
Historical Thinking Skills: The 2015 edition integrated
the nine historical thinking skills defined by the College
Board, such as chronological reasoning, comparison and
contextualization, and historical argumentation. Each
chapter prompts students to apply these skills rather than
just absorb information.
Primary Source Emphasis: Recognizing the shift in the
exam toward document analysis, the Amsco book includes
numerous primary source excerpts, political cartoons,
maps, and charts. These are not decorative—they are
accompanied by questions that train students to analyze
sources critically.

Practice Questions After Every Chapter: Each chapter
ends with multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, and a document-based question. The 2015
edition was praised for the quality and difficulty of these
practice sets, which closely mirrored the actual AP exam.
End-of-Period Reviews: At the conclusion of each period,
the book provides cumulative review exercises that
encourage students to make connections across chapters
and time frames.
Accessible Writing Style: Unlike some textbooks that are
dense and dry, the Amsco book is noted for its clear, direct
prose. Complex events are broken down into digestible
sections without sacrificing essential detail.

How the Amsco AP US
History 2015 Differs from
Other Resources
To understand the value of the Amsco AP US History 2015, it
helps to compare it with other common APUSH study materials.
Standard Textbooks (e.g., The American Pageant, Give Me
Liberty!): These are comprehensive, often 1,000+ page volumes
that provide rich narrative detail. They are excellent for building
deep knowledge but can be overwhelming for last-minute review.
The Amsco book distills this information into a more manageable
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format while preserving the key arguments and evidence.
Online  Review  Courses  (e.g.,  Khan  Academy,  AP
Classroom):  Digital  resources  offer  flexibility  and  interactive
elements, but they lack the focused, linear structure that many
students prefer for systematic review. The Amsco book provides
a tactile, sequential learning experience that some find easier to
follow.
Other Review Books (e.g.,  Princeton Review, Barron's):
These are popular competitors. However, the 2015 Amsco edition
was often regarded as more faithful to the actual exam content
and format.  Teachers frequently recommended it  because the
practice questions felt more authentic and the thematic coverage
was more aligned with the redesigned course.
Flashcards  and  Quick-Review  Guides:  While  useful  for
memorizing key terms and dates,  these tools  lack  the depth
required for the essay portions of the exam. The Amsco book
offers  a  complete  package:  content  review,  skill  development,
and  practice.
In  essence,  the  Amsco  AP  US  History  2015  edition  strikes  a
balance between depth and accessibility. It is not a substitute for
reading a primary textbook, but it is an indispensable tool for
review and exam preparation.

How to Use the Amsco AP

US History 2015 for
Effective Study
Owning  the  book  is  only  the  first  step.  To  maximize  its  value,
students  should  use  it  strategically.  Here  is  a  recommended
approach:

STEP 1: BEGIN WITH THE PERIOD OVERVIEWS

Before diving into a chapter, read the period introduction. This
will give you a mental map of the key themes and events you are
about to study. Pay attention to the list of key concepts—these
are the ideas you will be expected to understand for the exam.

STEP 2: READ ACTIVELY, NOT PASSIVELY

Do not simply read the chapters like a novel. Highlight important
terms,  write  notes  in  the  margins,  and  pause  to  reflect  on  the
questions embedded in the text. The Amsco book is designed to
be interactive. Ask yourself: why does this event matter? How
does  it  relate  to  broader  themes  like  identity,  politics,  or
economics?

STEP 3: ANALYZE EVERY PRIMARY SOURCE

The primary sources in the 2015 edition are not optional extras.
Take  the  time to  read  each  document  carefully,  consider  its
author and context,  and answer the accompanying questions.
This practice is essential for success on the DBQ and multiple-
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choice source-based questions.

STEP 4: COMPLETE ALL PRACTICE QUESTIONS

After finishing a chapter, do the multiple-choice questions, short-
answer questions, and the DBQ. Treat these as simulated exam
conditions.  Time  yourself  for  the  DBQ  and  essays.  After
completing them, review the answer explanations carefully. The
Amsco  book  provides  reasoning  for  correct  and  incorrect
answers,  which  is  a  powerful  learning  tool.

STEP 5: USE THE END-OF-PERIOD REVIEWS FOR
SYNTHESIS

The cumulative reviews at the end of each period are designed to
help you connect ideas across chapters. For example, a question
might ask you to compare the economic policies of the Federalist
era with those of the Jacksonian era. These exercises build the
higher-order thinking skills that the AP exam rewards.

STEP 6: CREATE A STUDY SCHEDULE

The Amsco AP US History 2015 book is substantial. Divide it into
manageable chunks based on your exam date. A typical  plan
might involve covering one period per week, with additional time
reserved  for  full-length  practice  exams.  Consistency  is  more
important than cramming.

The Role of the Amsco
Book in Developing
Historical Thinking Skills
One of the most valuable aspects of the Amsco AP US History
2015 edition is its deliberate focus on the skills that the College
Board tests. The exam is not simply a test of whether you know
what happened in 1776 or 1865. It tests whether you can think
like a historian. The Amsco book helps students develop these
skills in specific ways:

Chronological Reasoning: By organizing content into
periods and emphasizing cause-and-effect relationships,
the book trains students to see patterns over time.
Comparison and Contextualization: Many practice
questions ask students to compare events from different
eras or place them in a broader context. For instance,
comparing the motivations for European colonization in the
17th century with American imperialism in the 19th
century.
Crafting Historical Arguments: The DBQ and long essay
prompts in the book require students to formulate a clear
thesis and support it with evidence. This is a skill that
improves with practice, and the Amsco book provides
ample opportunity.
Analyzing Evidence: Through its extensive use of primary
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and secondary sources, the book teaches students to
evaluate the reliability, perspective, and purpose of
historical documents.

These skills are not just for the exam. They are transferable to
college-level history courses and to critical thinking in general.
This is why many APUSH teachers continue to recommend the
2015 edition even when newer versions are available.

Is the Amsco AP US History
2015 Still Relevant Today?
A reasonable question is whether a book published in 2015 is still
useful  for  current  AP  exams.  The  answer  is  nuanced.  The
historical  content—the  events,  people,  and  developments  of
American history—does not change. The Revolutionary War, the
Civil War, the Great Depression—these remain the same. What
has changed is the exam format and certain emphases in the
curriculum.
The 2015 edition was written for the "redesigned" APUSH exam
that debuted in 2015. The most recent iterations of the exam are
still based on the same framework. While there have been minor
adjustments to weighting and question types, the core content
and skills remain largely consistent. Therefore, the Amsco AP
US  History  2015  book  is  still  a  highly  relevant  and  effective
review  tool.
However, students should be aware of a few limitations. The 2015

edition  does  not  include  questions  written  in  the  very  latest
format, such as the updated multiple-choice style introduced in
later  years.  It  also  may  not  reflect  the  most  recent  historical
scholarship  that  has  been  incorporated  into  the  official
curriculum. For these reasons, it is best used as a primary review
tool  alongside  more  current  resources,  such  as  the  College
Board's  official  AP  Classroom  materials  and  recent  practice
exams.

Where to Find the Amsco
AP US History 2015 Book
Because the 2015 edition is out of print,  it  can be somewhat
difficult  to  find.  Many  students  and  teachers  hold  onto  their
copies. Used copies are often available through online booksellers
like Amazon,  eBay,  and textbook resale sites.  School  libraries
andAPUSH teachers may also have copies they are willing to
lend. Some scanned versions circulate online, though students
should ensure they are using legal copies.
If  you  cannot  find  the  2015  edition,  later  editions  (such  as  the
2018 or 2020 versions) are similar in structure and content. The
2015 edition holds a special place in the hearts of many students,
but any Amsco APUSH review book from the redesigned era will
serve you well.
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Tips for Maximizing Your
Score Using the Amsco

Book
Based on feedback from students who achieved high scores, here
are some practical  tips for  using the Amsco AP US History
2015 book effectively:

Don't skip the introductions. The period and chapter
introductions contain key context that ties everything
together.
Write out your DBQ essays. Reading sample essays is
helpful, but writing your own under timed conditions is
where real growth happens.
Use the glossary. The book includes a thorough glossary
of key terms. Make flashcards or use them for quick review.
Review your


