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Gifting a video game is
one of the most
thoughtful ways to
celebrate a friend’s
birthday, congratulate
a coworker on a
promotion, or simply
show someone you
care. For millions of PC
gamers, Steam is the
go-to digital storefront,
and learning how to
gift games on Steam
is easier than you
might think. Whether
you want to surprise a
fellow player with the
latest blockbuster or a

hidden indie gem,
Steam’s gifting system
is built to make the
process quick, secure,
and personal.

In this comprehensive
guide, we’'ll walk you
through every method
available, from direct
purchases to sending
digital Steam gift
cards. We'll also cover
common pitfalls,
privacy settings, and
regional restrictions so
you can avoid any
hiccups. By the end,
you'll be confident in
your ability to send the
perfect game to
anyone in your Steam
friends list.
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,EIETHOD 1: HOW

rocera a GIf

SPECIFIC GAME
DIRECTLY 1. Log into your

The most
straightforward way to
answer the question
how to gift games
on Steam is by
purchasing a game as
a gqift for a specific
Steam friend. This
method works
flawlessly when you
know exactly which
game the recipient
wants.

Step-by-
Step:

Buying a
Game as

Steam account
via the desktop
client or the
Steam website.

. Navigate to the

game’s store
page you wish to
purchase as a
gift. Use the
search bar or
browse through
categories.

. Click “Add to

Cart” as you
normally would.
On the cart page,
you will see an
option labeled
“Purchase as a
gift.” Select that
option before
proceeding to
checkout.

4. Choose the

recipient from
your friends list.
If they aren’t on
your friends list,
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you can also
enter their email
address - though
adding them as a
friend is
recommended to
avoid delivery
issues.

. Personalize the
gift by writing a
short message.
Steam will attach
this message to
the qift
notification
email. You can
also choose a
specific delivery
date if you want
the gift to arrive
later.

. Complete the
purchase using
your preferred
payment
method. Steam
will process the
transaction, and
the recipient will
receive a
notification that
they have been

gifted a game.

Once the recipient
accepts the qift, the
game is added to their
library. They can
choose to decline it as
well, in which case the
game is returned to
your inventory for
future gifting or refund.

Important
Things to

Rememb

er

* Regional
restrictions: If
you and the
recipient are in
different
countries, the
game may not be
giftable due to
pricing or
licensing
differences.



Steam displays a
warning before
checkout.
Friend for at
least three
days: To prevent
fraud, Steam
requires you to
have been
friends with the
recipient for at
least three days
before you can
send them a
direct gift. If you
are not yet
friends, consider
adding them
early or using an
alternative
method like a gift
card.

Gift sent via
email: If you
choose to send
via email, the
recipient must
redeem the gift
within 30 days.
After that, the
gift expires and
you get a refund.

METHOD 2:
SENDING A STEAM
DIGITAL GIFT CARD

Sometimes you aren’t
sure which game the
person wants, or you
want to give them the
freedom to choose
themselves. In that
case, the best answer
to how to gift games
on Steam is a Steam
Gift Card. These digital
cards function just like
cash in the Steam
Wallet.

How to
Purchase
and Send
a Gift
Card

1. Open the Steam
client or website

How To Gift Games On Steam 2026-02-16



How To Gift Games On Steam 5

and go to the
“Steam Gift
Cards”
category. You
can find it under
the “Cards”
menu at the top
of the page.

. Choose between
a digital gift card
sent via email or
one that you can
print at home.
For instant
delivery, the
email option is
best.

. Select the
amount you wish
to gift. You can
choose from
preset values
(e.g., $5, $10,
$25, $50, $100)
or enter a
custom amount.
. Enter the
recipient’s email
address. You can
also add a
personal
message to

make the gift
more thoughtful.

. Set the delivery

date if you want
the gift card to
arrive on a
specific day. This
is great for
birthdays or
holidays when
you want the
surprise to hit at
just the right
moment.

. Complete the

purchase. The
recipient will
receive an email
with a code they
can redeem in
their Steam
Wallet.

The beauty of a
Steam Gift Card
is that it works
regardless of
friendship
duration and
regional
restrictions. The
recipient can
then use the



wallet credit to
buy any game
they like,
including those
on sale during
seasonal events.

METHOD 3:
GIFTING
FROM YOUR
STEAM
INVENTORY

If you already
own a game and
have an extra
copy sitting in
your Steam
inventory (for
example, from a
bundle or a
duplicate
purchase), you
can gift that copy
directly. This is
another way to
answer how to
gift games on
Steam without
spending
additional
money.

Steps
to Gift
from
Invent
ory

e Open your
Steam
Inventory
by clicking
on your
profile
name and
selecting
“Inventory”
from the
dropdown.

e Find the
game you
wish to
gift. It will
appear as
a “Gift
Copy”
item.

e Click on
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ING STEAMIS
item and
then select
“Send
Gift”.

e Choose a
recipient
from your
friends list
or enter
their email
address.

e Add a
message if
desired,
and
confirm the
gift.

Note that not all

games from

bundles are
tradeable or
giftable. Steam’s
terms vary, so
check the item
description
before
attempting to
send it.

UNDERSTAND

GIFTING
RULES AND
LIMITATIONS

To ensure a
smooth
experience when
learning how to
gift games on
Steam, it’'s
important to
understand
certain rules that
Steam has in
place to prevent
fraud and
unauthorized
gifting.

-riends
NIp
Duratio
N

As mentioned
earlier, you must
have been




friends with the
recipient for at
least three days.
This rule applies
to direct game
gifting but does
not apply to
Steam Gift
Cards. If you
need to send a
game

immediately to
someone new,
either use a gift
card or wait
three days after
adding them as a
friend.

Region
al
Pricing
and

Curren

Cy
Differe
nces

Steam uses
regional pricing
to make games
more affordable
in different parts
of the world. If
you try to gift a
game to
someone in a
different region,
Steam may block
the transaction
or display a
warning. In many
cases, the game
can still be gifted
if the price
difference is less
than 10%.
However, for
larger gaps, the
gift will not be
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allowed. Gift
cards, on the
other hand, are
region-locked -
the recipient
must have a
Steam account
registered in the
same region as
the card’'s
currency.

Refund
s for
Gifts

If the recipient
has not accepted
the gqift, the
sender can
cancel the gift
and receive a
refund. Once the
gift is accepted,
Steam’s standard
refund policy
applies: the
recipient can
request a refund

(if they have
played less than
two hours and
owned the game
for less than 14
days), but the
refund goes back
to the original
purchaser.

TIPS FOR A
SUCCESSFUL
STEAM GIFT

Knowing how to
gift games on
Steam is one
thing, but doing
it in a way that
feels personal
and thoughtful
can make all the
difference.

e Ask about
their
wishlist.
Many
Steam
users
maintain a
public
wishlist.
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Checking it
ensures
you buy a
game they
actually
want.
Wait for a
sale.
Steam
holds
major
seasonal
sales
(Summer,
Winter,
Halloween,
etc.).
Gifting
during
these
periods can
save you a
lot of
money.
Write a
genuine
message.
Even a
simple
“Happy
Birthday,
hope you

enjoy this!”
adds a
human
touch.
Consider
a bundie.
Sometimes
you can
purchase a
bundle that
includes
multiple
games,
then qift
the extras
to friends.
Use the
“Schedule
Delivery”
feature.
This is
perfect for
coordinate
d surprises
or if you
want the
gift to
arrive
exactly on
a special
date.

10
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TROUBLESHO
OTING
COMMON
GIFTING
ISSUES

Even with clear
instructions on
how to gift
games on
Steam,
problems can
occasionally
arise. Here are
fixes for the most
common issues.

“You
cannot
gift
this
game

11

to this
friend”

This usually
happens because
of regional
restrictions or
insufficient
friendship time.
First, check that
you have been
friends for at
least three days.
If you have, the
issue is likely
regional. Try
switching to a
gift card instead,
or ask the
recipient to
create a Steam
account in the
same region as
yours.

“The
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gift

Was

not

Gifts” section in
their account
settings.

“The
recipie

receiv%t

d"

If the recipient
didn’t receive an
email, ask them
to check their
spam folder.
Also, confirm
that the email
address you
entered is
correct. If you
sent it to a
Steam friend,
they can find the
gift under their
“Inventory”

specifically  the
“Gift Inventory”
tab. They should
also check the
“View Pending

cannot
redee
m the
gift”

If the recipient
already owns the
game, they will
be prompted to
accept the gift
anyway (it will be
added to their
inventory for
later trading or
gifting).

Alternatively,
they can decline
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the gift so you
receive a refund.
If the game is
unavailable in
their region, the
redemption will
fail and the gift
will be returned
to your inventory
after 30 days.

GIFTING
GAMES TO
NON-FRIENDS
VISIT
POSSIBLE?

While the most
common method
of gifting on
Steam is through
the friends list,
you can also
send gifts via
email. This is
especially useful
when you want
to surprise
someone who is
not yet on your
friends list.
However, as
mentioned, the

13

recipient must
redeem the gift
within 30 days,
and the email
method still
subjects you to
regional
restrictions. For
recipients
without a Steam
account, a gift
card sent via
email is the best
route because
they can create
an account and
redeem the
credit at their
leisure.

CONCLUSION:
MASTER THE
ART OF
STEAM
GIFTING

Learning how to
gift games on
Steam opens up
a wonderful way
to share your
love of gaming
with others.



Whether you buy
a specific title,
send a flexible
gift card, or pass
along an extra
copy from your
inventory, Steam
makes the
process

straightforward
as long as you
keep a few key
rules in mind.
Remember to

check for
regional

compatibility,
maintain a
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friendship for
three days when
gifting direct
games, and
always add a
personal

message to
make the gift
truly special.

Now that you
know the ins and
outs, go ahead
and surprise a
fellow gamer
with a gift they
will cherish.
Happy gifting!
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