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MASTERING THE
VALENCIA PERT
TEST: YOUR
COMPREHENSIVE
STUDY GUIDE

Stepping into Valencia
College  with  a  clear
academic  goal  is  an
exciting  journey,  but
before you register for
classes,  you will  likely
e n c o u n t e r  t h e
P o s t s e c o n d a r y
Education  Readiness
Test, commonly known
as  the  PERT .  Th i s
placement exam is not
a  pass-or-fail  hurdle;
r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a
d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l
designed to ensure you

are  enrol led  in  the
courses  that  best
match  your  current
skil l  levels.  A  solid
Valencia  Pert  Test
Study  Guide  can
make  the  difference
b e t w e e n  f e e l i n g
anxious  and  walking
into the testing center
with  quiet  confidence.
This guide is crafted to
help  you  understand
every  facet  of  the
exam,  build  effective
study  hab i ts ,  and
approach test day with
a clear head.
T h e  P E R T  i s
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y
Florida’s  Department
of  Education  and  is
used  by  all  28  state
colleges,  including
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Valencia.  Unlike  the
SAT or ACT, the PERT is
u n t i m e d ,  w h i c h
removes  a  significant
source of  pressure for
m a n y  s t u d e n t s .
However,  its  adaptive
nature means that the
difficulty  of  questions
changes based on your
answers.  A  correct
answer  leads  to  a
harder  question,  while
an incorrect one leads
to  an easier  question.
This design allows the
test  to  pinpoint  your
exact  placement  level
in reading, writing, and
mathematics. By using
a  targeted  Valencia
Pert  Test  Study
G u i d e ,  y o u  c a n
familiarize  yourself
with  this  adapt ive
fo rmat  and  avo id
common  pitfal ls.

Understa

nding the
Structure
of the
PERT
Before  div ing  into
study  materials,  it  is
crucial  to  understand
w h a t  y o u  a r e  u p
against.  The  PERT  is
div ided  into  three
distinct  sections,  each
testing a  different  core
competency .  The
entire  assessment
typically  takes  about
t h r e e  h o u r s ,  b u t
because it  is untimed,
you can work  at  your
own pace.

Reading
Section (30
questions): This
portion evaluates
your ability to
comprehend
complex texts,
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identify main
ideas, recognize
supporting
details, and
understand
vocabulary in
context. You will
encounter
passages from
literary works,
historical
documents, and
scientific articles.
Writing Section
(30 questions):
Here, the focus is
on grammar,
punctuation,
sentence
structure, and
the logical
organization of
ideas. You will be
asked to revise
sentences and
paragraphs,
correct errors,
and improve
clarity.
Mathematics
Section (30
questions): This

covers pre-
algebra, algebra
1 and 2,
geometry, and
some basic
trigonometry.
You are not
permitted to use
a calculator on
the math section,
so mental math
and estimation
skills are
essential.

Each section is scored
on a scale from 50 to
150.  Valencia  uses
these  scores  to  place
you into developmental
education  courses  or
directly  into  college-
level  coursework.  A
well-rounded Valencia
Pert  Test  Study
Guide  will  address all
t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,
ensuring  you  do  not
neglect  one  area  in
favor  of  another.
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Why a
Dedicate
d Study
Guide

Matters
Many students assume
that because the PERT
covers  high  school
material ,  they  can
simply show up and do
well.  This  assumption
o f t e n  l e a d s  t o
frustration  when  they
encounter  unfamiliar
question  formats  or
complex  multi-step
problems.  A dedicated
study  guide  serves
several  important
functions.
F i rst ,  i t  re f reshes
knowledge  that  may
have faded since high
s c h o o l .  I f  y o u
graduated  several

years  ago,  or  if  you
struggled  in  math,  a
good  guide  will  help
y o u  r e b u i l d
foundational  skills.
Second,  it  familiarizes
you with  the adaptive
q u e s t i o n  s t y l e .
Standardized  tests
have  their  own  logic,
a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o
recognize  patterns  in
question  phrasing  can
significantly boost your
s c o r e .  F i n a l l y ,  a
comprehensive  guide
he lps  reduce  test
anxiety.  When  you
h a v e  p r a c t i c e d
systematically,  the
actual  test  feels  like
just  another  practice
session.  For  Valencia
applicants,  finding  a
specialized  Valencia
Pert  Test  Study
Guide ensures that the
c o n t e n t  a l i g n s
precisely with what will
appear on the exam.
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Essential
Strategie
s for the
Reading
Section
The reading section of
the PERT requires more
than just the ability to
r e a d  q u i c k l y .  I t
d e m a n d s  c a r e f u l
analysis and the ability
to  draw  inferences.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
s t r a t e g i e s  t o
incorporate  into  your
study  routine.
Act i ve  Read ing
Techniques:  When
you practice at  home,
d o  n o t  j u s t  s c a n
passages.  Use  your
finger  or  a  pencil  as  a
guide,  and  underline
key  sentences.  Ask
yourself:  What  is  the

a u t h o r ’ s  m a i n
a r g u m e n t ?  W h a t
evidence  supports  it?
T h i s  a c t i v e
engagement  trains
your brain to hold onto
information longer.
V o c a b u l a r y  i n
C o n t e x t :  M a n y
questions will  ask you
to  de te rm ine  the
meaning  of  a  word
based on how it is used
in the passage. Do not
r e l y  s o l e l y  o n
memorizing  flash
cards. Instead, practice
using  context  clues.
Look  for  synonyms or
a n t o n y m s  i n  t h e
surrounding sentences,
and  pay  attention  to
the overall tone of the
passage.
S u m m a r i z e
Paragraphs:  After
reading  a  paragraph,
pause  and  mentally
summarize  it  in  one
sentence.  This  habit
improves  your  ability
to  identify  main  ideas
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q u i c k l y .  I n  y o u r
Valencia  Pert  Test
Study  Guide ,  you
should look for practice
passages  that  are
similar  in  length  and
complexity to what the
test offers.
Time  Management
Without  the  Clock:
Although  the  PERT  is
untimed, you still want
to  work  efficiently.  If
you spend too long on
one question, you risk
mental fatigue. A good
rule  of  thumb  is  to
spend  no  more  than
two  to  three  minutes
per  passage  question.
I f  y o u  a r e  s t u c k ,
eliminate  obviously
wrong  answers,  make
your  best  guess,  and
move forward.

Mastering

the
Writing
Section
The  writing  section  is
often  overlooked  by
students  who  believe
they  already  know
grammar.  However,
th is  sect ion  tests
nuanced  skil ls  l ike
logical  flow  and
sentence combining. A
thorough  Valencia
Pert  Test  Study
Guide will break down
each concept clearly.
G r a m m a r
F u n d a m e n t a l s :
Review  the  basics  of
s u b j e c t - v e r b
agreement,  pronoun-
antecedent agreement,
a n d  v e r b  t e n s e
consistency. These are
the  most  commonly
tested grammar rules.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  a
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sentence  begins  with
"Each of the students,"
t h e  v e r b  m u s t  b e
singular ("is going," not
"are going").
Punctuation  Rules:
Commas,  semicolons,
c o l o n s ,  a n d
a p o s t r o p h e s  a r e
frequently  tested.
Understand how to use
c o m m a s  a f t e r
introductory  phrases,
how to separate items
in a series,  and when
to use a semicolon to
c o n n e c t  t w o
independent  clauses.
Avoid  comma  splices
and  run-on  sentences.
Sentence Combining
and  Revision:  Some
questions will present a
choppy  or  awkward
sentence and ask you
to  choose  the  best
revision.  Look  for  the
option that is  concise,
c l e a r ,  a n d
grammatically  correct.
Do  not  automatically
choose  the  longest

opt ion;  o f ten,  the
shortest grammatically
correct  answer  is  the
best.
Organization  and
Transitions:  You may
be asked to rearrange
sentences  within  a
paragraph  to  improve
logical  flow.  Look  for
c l u e  w o r d s  l i k e
"however," "therefore,"
"first,"  "next,"  and
"finally."  These
transition words signal
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  i d e a s .
Practicing  these  skills
w i t h i n  a  r e l i a b l e
Valencia  Pert  Test
Study  Guide  w i l l
sharpen  your  editorial
eye.

Conqueri
ng the
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Mathema
tics

Section
For  many  students,
m a t h  i s  t h e  m o s t
intimidating part of the
P E R T .  W i t h  n o
calculator allowed, you
must  rely  on  mental
math,  estimation,  and
a  solid  understanding
of  algebraic  concepts.
D o  n o t  p a n i c ;
systematic preparation
can  d ramat i ca l l y
improve your score.
C o r e  T o p i c s  t o
Review: Focus heavily
on  linear  equations,
inequalities, systems of
equations,  exponents,
factor ing,  and  the
quadratic  formula.
Geometry  questions
typically  cover  area,
perimeter, volume, and
t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n

t h e o r e m .  B a s i c
trigonometry  includes
s ine ,  cos ine ,  and
tangent ratios for right
triangles.
Es t imat ion  and
M e n t a l  M a t h
Practice:  Since  you
c a n n o t  u s e  a
calculator,  practice
doing  arithmetic  in
y o u r  h e a d  o r  o n
scratch  paper.  Round
numbers to the nearest
ten  o r  hundred  to
est imate  answers
b e f o r e  s o l v i n g
precisely.  This  skill
helps  you  eliminate
o b v i o u s l y  w r o n g
answer choices quickly.
Work Backwards: For
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions,  sometimes
the  fastest  method  is
to  plug  each  answer
option  back  into  the
problem.  This  works
especial ly  wel l  for
solving  equations  or
checking  solutions  to
word problems. As you



Valencia Pert Test Study Guide 9

9

work  through  your
Valencia  Pert  Test
Study Guide, practice
t h i s  t e c h n i q u e
regularly.
Understand  Word
Problems:  Math word
problems  require  you
to  translate  English
into equations. Look for
keywords:  "is"  means
equals,  "of"  means
multiply,  "more  than"
means  add,  and  "less
than"  means  subtract.
Draw  diagrams  for
geometry  problems  to
visualize what is being
asked.  Building  this
translation  skill  is  a
cornerstone  of  any
effective  study  plan.

Creating
an
Effective

Study
Plan
Studying for  the PERT
d o e s  n o t  m e a n
cramming  the  night
before  the  test.  The
b r a i n  r e t a i n s
information  better
when  it  is  reviewed
over multiple sessions.
Here is a sample study
p lan  that  you  can
a d a p t  t o  y o u r
schedule.
Week  1:  Diagnostic
Assessment  and
Review
Take  a  fu l l - length
practice test to identify
your  strengths  and
weaknesses.  Do  not
wor ry  abou t  you r
score;  this  is  purely
d iagnost ic .  Then,
spend the  rest  of  the
week  reviewing  topics
you found difficult.  Use
your  Valencia  Pert
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Test Study Guide  to
focus  on  these  areas
specifically.
Week  2:  Deep  Dive
into Weak Areas
Dedicate  specific  days
to  each  section.  For
example,  Monday  and
Tuesday  for  reading,
W e d n e s d a y  a n d
Thursday  for  writing,
and  Friday  through
Sunday  fo r  math .
Break  each  day  into
two  45-minute  study
sessions  with  a  15-
minute break between
them.  This  approach
prevents  burnout  and
i m p r o v e s
concentration.
W e e k  3 :  T i m e d
P r a c t i c e  a n d
Strategy
Even though the PERT
is  untimed,  practicing
at a steady pace builds
stamina. Take section-
specific  quizzes  and
t i m e  y o u r s e l f
informally.  Focus  on

question strategies like
el iminating  wrong
answers, using context
clues,  and  estimating
m a t h  s o l u t i o n s .
Reviewing  rationales
for  both  correct  and
incorrect  answers  is
essential.
W e e k  4 :  F i n a l
R e v i e w  a n d
Confidence Building
Take  another  fu l l -
length  practice  test
u n d e r  s i m u l a t e d
conditions. Find a quiet
room,  set  up  your
scratch  paper,  and
complete  al l  three
sec t i ons  w i thou t
interruptions. Compare
your  score  to  your
diagnostic  test  to  see
your  improvement.
Review  any  lingering
mistakes  and  spend
the  l a s t  f ew  days
lightly  reviewing  key
formulas and grammar
rules.
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Additiona
l
Resource
s for
Valencia
Students
Valencia  College  offers
several  resources  to
help you prepare. The
S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s
C e n t e r s  o n  e a c h
campus  provide  free
t u t o r i n g  a n d
workshops.  You  can
also  access  onl ine
pract i ce  modu les
through  the  college’s
website.  Many  public
libraries in the Orlando
a r e a  c a r r y  P E R T
preparation books that
you  can  check  out  at
no cost.

Online  platforms  like
Khan  Academy  offer
f r e e  m a t h  a n d
grammar practice that
aligns  well  with  PERT
content .  YouTube
channels  devoted  to
test  preparation  often
have  walkthroughs  of
specific  PERT
problems.  Combining
these resources with a
trusted Valencia Pert
Test  Study  Guide
g i v e s  y o u  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
preparation toolkit.
Additionally,  consider
forming a study group
with  other  Valencia
applicants.  Explaining
concepts  to  peers
reinforces  your  own
understanding,  and
group  members  can
offer  different
strategies  for  solving
problems.  Just  make
sure your  group stays
focused and on track.
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Test Day
Tips for
Optimal
Performa
nce
When test day arrives,
your  preparation  will
pay off. However, there
are  several  practical
steps you can take to
m a x i m i z e  y o u r
performance.

Sleep and
Nutrition: Get
at least seven
hours of sleep
the night before.
Eat a balanced
breakfast that
includes protein
and complex
carbohydrates,
such as eggs and
whole-grain

toast. Avoid
sugary cereals or
drinks that could
lead to an energy
crash.
What to Bring:
Bring a photo ID,
your
confirmation
email, and
perhaps a light
jacket if the
testing room
tends to be cold.
Do not bring
electronic
devices, as they
are not
permitted in the
testing area.
Read
Instructions
Carefully:
Before each
section, read the
instructions
thoroughly. Even
if you have
practiced many
times, skim the
instructions to
ensure you
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understand the
format.
Pace Yourself:
Since the test is
untimed, you
have the luxury
of time. Use it
wisely. If you feel
stuck on a
question, take a
deep breath,
eliminate wrong
answers, and
make a reasoned
selection. Do not
rush.
Stay Positive:
Your mindset
plays a
significant role in
test
performance. If
you feel anxious,
remind yourself
that this test is
simply a
placement tool. It
is not a measure
of your
intelligence or
worth. You have
prepared, and

you are ready.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
Even  well-prepared
students  can  fall  into
traps.  Awareness  of
t h e s e  c o m m o n
mistakes can help you
avoid them.
O v e r t h i n k i n g
Reading  Passages:
The  correct  answer  is
always  supported  by
the text. Do not bring
outside knowledge into
the test.  If  an answer
seems logical but is not
stated in the passage,
it is likely incorrect.
Ignoring  Negatives
a n d  D o u b l e
Negatives:  In  the
writing  section,  pay
close  attent ion  to
words  l i ke  "no t , "
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"never,"  "no,"  and
"ha rd l y . "  Doub le
negat i ves  c rea te
positive  statements,
b u t  t h e y  c a n  b e
c o n f u s i n g .  R e a d
sentences  aloud  in
your head to check for
clarity.

Misreading  Math
Questions: Read each
math  question  twice.
Look for keywords like
"integer,"  "positive,"
" n e g a t i v e , "
"consecutive,"  and
"simpl


