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THE ENDURING MAGIC OF THE WIZARD OF OZ SCRIPT

The 1939 film The Wizard of Oz remains a cornerstone of cinematic history, a beloved classic that
has enchanted generations. While the film's iconic performances, groundbreaking technicolor, and
unforgettable music are often celebrated, the true foundation of its magic is the Wizard Of Oz
script. This document, a blueprint for one of cinema's greatest achievements, is a masterclass in
adaptation, character development, and narrative structure. For screenwriters, film enthusiasts, and
literary scholars, studying the script offers a profound insight into how a beloved children's book was
transformed into a timeless cinematic masterpiece. This article delves deep into the history,
structure, and lasting significance of the Wizard Of Oz script, exploring its journey from page to
screen.

Understanding the script's importance requires looking beyond the finished film. The screenplay was
not a singular creation but the result of a collaborative and often tumultuous process involving
multiple writers. The final script is a testament to the power of collective storytelling, weaving
together whimsy, drama, and profound emotional resonance. From "Somewhere Over the Rainbow"
to the climactic unmasking of the Wizard, every line and scene was carefully crafted to maximize
impact. Let us pull back the curtain and explore the remarkable story behind the Wizard Of Oz
script.

THE ORIGINS: ADAPTING L. FRANK BAUM'S CLASSIC NOVEL

The journey of the Wizard Of Oz script began with L. Frank Baum's 1900 novel, The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz. While the book was immensely popular, it presented unique challenges for adaptation.
The novel is episodic, with Dorothy and her friends encountering one fantastical obstacle after
another. The task for MGM's screenwriters was to transform this episodic structure into a cohesive,
dramatically satisfying screenplay with a clear emotional arc.

Key Changes from Book to Script

The transition from novel to screenplay involved significant alterations to streamline the narrative
and heighten emotional stakes. One of the most notable changes was the creation of the character
of Professor Marvel, which does not exist in the book. This addition served a crucial narrative
purpose: it bookended the story with the real world, providing a framework for Dorothy's journey
and suggesting that her adventure might be a dream. The script cleverly uses Professor Marvel to

foreshadow the characters Dorothy will meet in Oz, creating a psychological depth that the novel
lacks.

Other key adaptations in the Wizard Of Oz script include:

* The Silver Slippers to Ruby Slippers: Perhaps the most famous change. In the book,
Dorothy wears silver slippers. The script changed them to ruby red to take advantage of the
new technicolor process, creating a striking visual motif that symbolizes home, desire, and
power.

* The Wicked Witch's Role Expansion: In the book, the Wicked Witch of the West appears
only near the end. The script elevated her to a primary antagonist, appearing throughout the
story to create continuous tension and menace.

e The Structure of the Journey: The script condensed the journey, removing some of the
novel's repetitive episodes and focusing on the emotional growth of the characters. Each
challenge in the script is designed to test and reveal the inner qualities that the Scarecrow, Tin
Man, and Cowardly Lion already possess.

e The Addition of "Over the Rainbow": The song "Over the Rainbow" was written specifically
for the film. The script integrates this song early on to establish Dorothy's longing for a better
place, which is the emotional core of the entire story.

These changes were not arbitrary. They were deliberate choices made by the screenwriters to
create a more dramatically cohesive and visually stunning film. The Wizard Of Oz script is a prime
example of how a faithful adaptation can also be a radical reinterpretation, improving upon the
source material for a new medium.

WHO WROTE THE WIZARD OF OZ SCRIPT?

The Wizard Of Oz script is famously credited to several writers, but the primary architects were Noel
Langley, Florence Ryerson, and Edgar Allan Woolf. However, the journey of the screenplay was far
from straightforward. MGM brought in multiple writers to revise and polish the script, each
contributing their own voice.

Noel Langley is often considered the most significant contributor. He wrote the initial treatment
and many of the key sequences, including the "If | Only Had a Brain" scene and the emotional
farewell with the Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion. Langley's work gave the script its warmth and
humor.

Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan Woolf were brought in to add structure and tighten the
narrative. They are credited with developing the Kansas bookend framing device and strengthening
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the character of Professor Marvel. Their contributions gave the script its psychological depth.

Additionally, uncredited writers such as John Lee Mahin and Ogden Nash worked on specific
scenes and dialogue. Mahin, for example, wrote the "Poppies" sequence that puts Dorothy and her
friends to sleep. The final draft was a composite of many talents, but the collective effort produced a
script that is remarkably cohesive in tone and vision.

Understanding the collaborative nature of the Wizard Of Oz script is crucial for aspiring
screenwriters. It demonstrates that great writing often comes from a team effort, with each writer
bringing a unique skill set to the table. The script's enduring quality is a testament to the power of
the Hollywood studio system at its finest.

THE ICONIC STRUCTURE OF THE SCRIPT

The Wizard Of Oz script follows a classic three-act structure, but it does so with remarkable precision
and elegance. Analyzing its structure provides valuable lessons for any storyteller.

Act One: The Ordinary World and the Call
to Adventure

The first act establishes Dorothy's ordinary life in Kansas. The script masterfully uses sepia tones
(though described solely in words) to convey a sense of bleakness and longing. Dorothy's conflict
with Miss Gulch and her desire to run away sets up the "call to adventure." The encounter with
Professor Marvel, however, redirects her desire to return home, planting the seed for the central
theme: "There's no place like home." This act concludes with the cyclone, which literally and
figuratively transports Dorothy to the magical world of Oz.

Act Two: The Journey and the Allies

The second act is the longest and most complex. Dorothy meets her three companions: the
Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion. Each character's song ("If | Only Had a Brain," "If |
Only Had a Heart," "If | Only Had the Nerve") serves as a mini-monologue, revealing their deep-
seated desires. The Wizard Of Oz script expertly weaves these introductions with the overarching
plot of reaching the Emerald City and defeating the Wicked Witch. This act is filled with escalating
obstacles, from haunted forests to flying monkeys, each challenge testing the group's resolve.

Act Three: The Climax and Return

The third act delivers the film's most dramatic moments. The confrontation with the Wicked Witch in
her castle, the rescue of Dorothy, and the revelation of the Wizard as a "humbug" are all expertly
paced. The script's genius lies in the resolution: the Wizard gives the Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion
symbolic gifts that acknowledge the qualities they already possessed. Finally, Glinda the Good Witch

reveals that Dorothy has always had the power to return home. The act closes with Dorothy's
emotional return to Kansas, where she realizes the profound truth: "If | ever go looking for my
heart's desire again, | won't look any further than my own backyard."

This structural elegance is a hallmark of the Wizard Of Oz script. Every scene serves a purpose,
advancing the plot or deepening character development. There is no wasted dialogue or action.

NOTABLE DIALOGUE AND ICONIC LINES FROM THE SCRIPT

The Wizard Of Oz script is filled with quotable lines that have become part of the global lexicon. The
enduring power of these lines lies in their simplicity and emotional truth. Let us examine a few of the
most famous.

e "Toto, I've a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore." This line, spoken by Dorothy upon
arriving in Munchkinland, is the perfect narrative transition. It signals to the audience that the
world has changed without any clunky exposition.

e "I'll get you, my pretty, and your little dog, too!" The Wicked Witch's signature threat is
a masterclass in villainous characterization. It is direct, menacing, and deeply personal.

» "Lions and tigers and bears, oh my!" This chant, spoken by Dorothy and her friends as
they walk through the haunted forest, is an example of rhythm and repetition creating a sense
of shared anxiety and camaraderie.

* "There's no place like home." This is the thematic anchor of the entire script. It is repeated
three times at the climax for maximum emotional impact, driving home the story's central
message.

e "Pay no attention to that man behind the curtain!" This line, spoken by Toto's actions
revealing the Wizard, is a symbol of deconstruction and humility. It reminds the audience that
authority figures are often ordinary people.

These lines are not accidental. They were crafted through multiple revisions, with each word chosen
for its rhythm, clarity, and emotional weight. The Wizard Of Oz script demonstrates the power of
memorable dialogue to elevate a story from good to timeless.

BEHIND THE SCENES: SCRIPT CHANGES ON THE FLY

Filmmaking is a fluid process, and the Wizard Of Oz script was no exception. Many changes were
made during production, some due to creative decisions and others due to practical constraints.

One notable change involved the song "Over the Rainbow." The song was almost cut from the film
because studio executives felt it slowed down the opening sequence. However, associate producer
Arthur Freed fought to keep it, and its inclusion became one of the film's greatest strengths. The
script was also adjusted to accommodate the removal of a musical number called "The Jitterbug,"
which was cut due to time constraints but had already been filmed.

Another significant change involved the character of the Wicked Witch. Margaret Hamilton's
performance was so terrifying that the script was altered to reduce her screen time slightly, as the
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studio was concerned about scaring child audiences too much. Additionally, Buddy Ebsen, originally
cast as the Tin Man, had to be replaced by Jack Haley after suffering a severe allergic reaction to the
aluminum powder makeup. This required adjustments to the shooting schedule and script timing.

These on-the-fly changes demonstrate the adaptability required in filmmaking. The Wizard Of Oz
script was a living document, constantly evolving to meet the demands of production, performance,
and audience reception.

THE LEGACY OF THE SCRIPT IN MODERN SCREENWRITING

The influence of the Wizard Of Oz script on modern screenwriting is immeasurable. It is frequently
studied in film schools and screenwriting workshops as a model of perfect structure, character
development, and thematic resonance.

Writers and directors from Steven Spielberg to J.J. Abrams have cited the film and its script as a
primary inspiration. The concept of a "hero's journey," popularized by Joseph Campbell, is vividly
realized in the Wizard Of Oz script. Dorothy's journey from ordinary world to magical world, facing
trials, gaining allies, confronting a villain, and returning home transformed is the archetypal
narrative that underpins countless films today.

Moreover, the script's handling of multiple characters is a lesson in ensemble writing. Each of the

four main characters (Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man, Lion) has a distinct arc, but their arcs are
interwoven and mutually supportive. The script never prioritizes one character's journey over
another's, creating a balanced and satisfying narrative.

For contemporary screenwriters, the Wizard Of Oz script remains a gold standard. It teaches that the
most powerful stories are simple in theme but complex in execution. It emphasizes the importance
of clear character motivation, escalating stakes, and a satisfying emotional payoff. The script is not
just a historical document; it is a living textbook for anyone who wants to tell a great story.

WHERE TO FIND THE WIZARD OF OZ SCRIPT TODAY

For those inspired to study the Wizard Of Oz script in its entirety, the document is widely available.
Many online resources offer downloadable versions of the shooting script, including transcripts and
annotated versions that highlight differences between the script and the final film.

Notable sources include:

e The Internet Movie Script Database (IMSDb): A free resource offering the script in plain
text format.

 Dailyscript.com: Provides a well-formatted version of the script with scene headings and
dialogue.



