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INTRODUCTION:
WHY "FÜR ELISE"
IS A MUST-LEARN
FOR GUITARISTS

For over two centuries,
L u d w i g  v a n
B e e t h o v e n ’ s
Bagatelle No. 25 in A
minor—better  known
as  “Für  Elise”—has
captivated  listeners
with  its  hauntingly
beautiful melody. While
the piece was originally
wr i t ten  for  p iano,
guitarists  worldwide
have fallen in love with
its  graceful  phrasing
and  emotional  depth.
The  good  news?  You
don’t  need  to  be  a

classically  trained
virtuoso to play it. With
the  right  Für  Elise
guitar  chords  easy
arrangements,  even
beginners  can  master
t h i s  i c o n i c  t u n e .
Whether you’re picking
up a guitar for the first
t ime  or  look ing  to
e x p a n d  y o u r
repertoire,  this  guide
will  walk  you  through
the  simplest  chord
versions,  step-by-step
progressions,  and
practice  tips  to  help
you sound great. Let’s
unlock  the  secrets  of
B e e t h o v e n ’ s
masterpiece  on  six
strings.
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UNDERSTANDING
FÜR ELISE ON

GUITAR

Before  diving  into  the
chords,  i t  helps  to
understand  how  a
piano  piece  translates
to  the  gu i tar .  The
or ig ina l  Für  E l i se
features  a  delicate,
flowing  melody
supported  by  rolling
arpeggios.  On  guitar,
we  can  capture  this
essence  using  chord
shapes that  cover  the
h a r m o n y  w h i l e
simplifying the melody
into  recognizable
patterns. This is where
easy  guitar  chords
for Für Elise  become
invaluable—they  let
you  play  the  core  of
t h e  s o n g  w i t h o u t
needing  to  master
complex  fingerpicking
or  fast  scales.

The
Original
Piano
Piece vs.
Guitar
Adaptatio
n
Beethoven’s  piano
version  uses  a  wide
range of the keyboard,
with  rapid  note  runs
and  dynamic  shifts.  A
gui tar  adaptat ion
usually  takes  one  of
two  approaches:  a
fingerstyle
arrangement  that
recreates  the  melody
note-for-note,  or  a
c h o r d - b a s e d
arrangement  that
uses simple chords to
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support  a  singable  or
strummed version. For
beginners,  the  second
r o u t e  i s  f a r  m o r e
accessible. By learning
the  Für  Elise  guitar
chords easy  method,
y o u  f o c u s  o n  t h e
h a r m o n i c
skeleton—the  chord
progression—and  let
your  strumming  or
gent le  a rpegg ios
suggest  the  original
tune.

Why Easy
Chord
Arrangem
ents
Work
E a s y  c h o r d
arrangements  strip
a w a y  t h e
ornamentation  and
keep  what’s  musically

essential:  the  chord
c h a n g e s  a n d  t h e
rhythmic  feel.  This
m a k e s  t h e  p i e c e
playable  even  if  you
only know a handful of
open  chords.  Plus,
chord  versions  are
p e r f e c t  f o r
accompanying a singer
( o r  h u m m i n g  t h e
melody  yourself)  and
can be easily adapted
to any guitar, acoustic
or  electric.  The  easy
Für Elise chords we’ll
e x p l o r e  r e l y  o n
c o m m o n  o p e n
positions,  so  you  can
f o c u s  o n  s m o o t h
transitions rather  than
technical gymnastics.

BASIC CHORDS
YOU NEED FOR
FÜR ELISE (EASY
VERSION)

T o  p l a y  t h e  m o s t
p o p u l a r  e a s y
arrangement  of  Für
Elise, you will need just
five  chords.  Don’t
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worry—they  are  all
beginner-friendly  open
chords.  Here they are
w i t h  t h e i r  f r e t
positions:

Am (A minor) –
Place your 1st
finger on the 1st
fret of the B
string, 2nd finger
on the 2nd fret of
the D string, and
3rd finger on the
2nd fret of the G
string. Strum
from the A string
down. This chord
gives the piece
its mournful,
romantic color.
E7 (E dominant
7th) – 1st finger
on the 1st fret of
the G string, 2nd
finger on the 2nd
fret of the A
string. Strum all
six strings. This
chord creates a
gentle tension
that resolves
beautifully back

to Am.
C (C major) –
1st finger on the
1st fret of the B
string, 2nd finger
on the 2nd fret of
the D string, 3rd
finger on the 3rd
fret of the A
string. Avoid
strumming the
low E string. C
adds brightness
to the
progression.
G (G major) –
2nd finger on the
3rd fret of the
low E string, 1st
finger on the 2nd
fret of the A
string, 3rd finger
on the 3rd fret of
the high E string,
and 4th finger on
the 3rd fret of
the B string.
Strum all six
strings. G gives a
full, uplifting
sound.
Dm (D minor) –
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1st finger on the
1st fret of the
high E string,
2nd finger on the
2nd fret of the G
string, 3rd finger
on the 3rd fret of
the B string.
Strum from the D
string down. Dm
adds a touch of
melancholy.

These five chords (Am,
E7, C, G, Dm) form the
backbone  of  almost
every  easy  Für  Elise
guitar  arrangement.
Practice  switching
between  them  until
your  transitions  feel
smooth.  A  metronome
set  to  a  slow  tempo
helps  build  muscle
memory.

STEP-BY-STEP
CHORD
PROGRESSION FOR
THE MAIN THEME

Now  let’s  put  those
chords  into  the  iconic

progression used in the
opening  of  Für  Elise.
Many  easy  versions
loop  a  simple  pattern
that  suggests  the
melody without playing
it note-for-note. Here is
a  typical  progression
for the main theme in
the key of A minor:

Am – Play for 21.
measures (or 8
counts). This
establishes the
home chord.
E7 – Play for 12.
measure (4
counts). The
dominant
seventh creates
anticipation.
Am – Play for 13.
measure (4
counts).
Resolution back
to the tonic.
C – Play for 14.
measure (4
counts).
Brightens the
mood.
G – Play for 15.
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measure (4
counts). Lifts
further.
Am – Play for 16.
measure (4
counts). Returns
to the minor key.
Dm – Play for 17.
measure (4
counts). Adds
depth.
E7 – Play for 18.
measure (4
counts). Sets up
the repeat of the
pattern.

Repeat  this  sequence
for the A section. You
can  p lay  i t  w i th  a
gentle arpeggio style
(plucking  the  strings
one by one from low to
high) or a slow down-
up strum. The key is to
keep  your  rhythm
steady  and  let  the
chords  ring.  Because
this  progression  uses
only  open  chords,  it
qualifies  as  a  true  Für
Elise  guitar  chords
easy  method—no

barre chords required.

TIPS FOR PLAYING
FÜR ELISE ON
GUITAR

Even  w i th  s imp le
chords, you can make
your  performance
sound  musical  and
e x p r e s s i v e .  T h e
following tips will  help
you  capture  the  spirit
of Beethoven’s piece.

Fingerpic
king vs.
Strummin
g
Whi le  a  strummed
version  works  fine  for
c a s u a l  p l a y i n g ,
fingerpicking  (or
fingerstyle)  brings  out
the  elegance  of  Für
El ise.  Try  a  simple
picking  pattern:  on
each  chord,  pluck  the
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bass  note  (root)  with
your  thumb,  then  the
top three strings (G, B,
h igh  E )  w i th  you r
index, middle, and ring
fingers  in  a  slow,
rolling  motion.  This
mimics  the  arpeggios
of  the  original  piano
piece.  If  you  prefer
strumming,  keep  your
strokes  light  and  use
the  fleshy  part  of  your
fingers  (or  a  soft  pick)
to avoid a harsh sound.

Simplified
Melody
Using
Chords
If  you want to hint at
Beethoven’s  melody
w i t h o u t  l e a r n i n g
complex tabs, try this:
instead  of  playing  full
chords  all  the  time,
occasionally  lift  your

fingers  to  let  single
notes  r ing  out.  For
example,  on  the  Am
c h o r d ,  y o u  c a n
fingerpick  the  open
h igh  E  s t r ing  as  a
melodic  note.  Small
adjustments  like  this
turn  a  simple  chord
p r o g r e s s i o n  i n t o
something that sounds
remarkably  like  the
rea l  tune .  Search
online  for  “easy  Für
Elise  chords  with
melody” to find hybrid
tab/lyric  sheets  that
combine  chord  names
with single-note lines.

Practice
Techniqu
es

Slow is
smooth: Start at
50% of the
intended tempo.
Use a
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metronome to
keep time.
Chord
transitions:
Practice moving
between each
pair of chords
(e.g., Am→E7,
E7→Am) until
your fingers land
accurately
without looking.
Dynamics: Für
Elise is meant to
be soft and
expressive. Play
the first few
chords very
gently (piano),
then let the
sound grow
slightly as you
move through
the progression.
Release tension
at the end.
Record
yourself: Listen
back to catch
timing issues or
buzzing strings.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

B e g i n n e r s  o f t e n
s t u m b l e  o n  a  f e w
predictable  hurdles
when learning Für Elise
on  guitar.  Here’s  how
to sidestep them:

Muting
adjacent
strings: Your
fingers might
accidentally
touch
neighboring
strings, causing
dead notes.
Solution: curve
your fingers and
use only the tips.
Keep your thumb
centered behind
the neck for
better reach.
Rushing the
tempo: The
original piece has
a moderate pace.
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Forcing speed
will make it
sound choppy.
Always count out
loud (1-2-3-4) or
use a
metronome.
Using too much
force:
Beethoven’s
delicate melody
doesn’t need
heavy
strumming.
Relax your wrist
and let the guitar
resonate.
Ignoring the
rhythm: The
chord changes
follow a simple
pattern (as
shown above),
but if you change
chords late or
early, the flow
breaks. Map the
changes to the
beat: change on
beat 1 of each
measure.

A l s o ,  a v o i d  t h e

temptation  to  learn  a
fu l l  note- for -note
fingerstyle
arrangement  r ight
away.  Master  the  Für
Elise  guitar  chords
easy  version  first.
Once  you  can  play  it
smoothly,  you  can
gradually  add  more
complex  single-note
runs.

ALTERNATIVE
EASY
ARRANGEMENTS
(USING A CAPO)

I f  t he  open  cho rd
shapes feel awkward in
the  key  of  A  minor,
consider using a capo.
Placing a capo on the
5th  fret  and  playing
the chord shapes for C,
G7,  F,  and so on can
yield  a  higher,  more
bell-like tone that suits
the  piece  beautifully.
For  example,  with  a
capo  on  the  5th  fret,
play the shapes for  C
major,  G  major,  Am
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(which  becomes  Em),
and  F  ma jo r .  Th i s
transposes the piece to
a  friendlier  key  for
s o m e  b e g i n n e r s .
Experiment  with  capo
positions  (3rd,  5th,  or
7th  fret)  until  you  find
a  voicing  that  feels
r i g h t  u n d e r  y o u r
fingers.  Each  capo
posit ion  gives  the
p i e c e  a  s l i g h t l y
different character, but
still counts as an easy
Für  E l i se  gu i tar
chords  approach.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR JOURNEY
WITH
BEETHOVEN’S
MASTERPIECE

Learning  to  play  Für
Elise  guitar  chords

easy is more than just
a  party  trick—it’s  a
g a t e w a y  t o
understanding  how
c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c
translates  to  modern
i n s t r u m e n t s .  B y
focusing on the simple
chord progression, you
gain a solid foundation
that  you  can  bui ld
upon with fingerpicking
pat te rns ,  me lody
notes,  and  eventually
full  arrangements.
Whether  you  strum  it
around  a  campfire  or
fingerpick  it  in  your
bedroom, this timeless
piece will deepen your
appreciation  for  both
Beethoven  and  the
guitar. So pick up your
instrument,  practice
those  Am,  E7,  C,  G,


