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INTRODUCTION:
UNEARTHING A
HIDDEN GEM IN
INDIE COMICS

In  the  vast  landscape
of independent comics,
certain  titles  emerge
that  defy  convention
a n d  l i n g e r  i n  t h e
reader’s  mind  long
after  the  final  page  is
turned. One such work
is  John Persons The
Pit Complete Comic,
a  gr ipping,  dark ly
imaginative  graphic
novel  that has earned
a cult following among
e n t h u s i a s t s  o f
psychological  horror
a n d  s u r r e a l

storytell ing.  While
mainstream  audiences
may be unfamiliar with
the  name,  those  who
have  experienced  The
Pit often describe it as
a  m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
atmosphere, character-
dr iven  dread,  and
minimalist yet powerful
visual storytelling. This
article delves deep into
what makes this comic
a must-read, exploring
its plot, themes, artistic
style, and the legacy of
i t s  c r e a t o r ,  J o h n
Persons.

WHO IS JOHN
PERSONS? THE
VISION BEHIND
THE ART

John Persons is an indie
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cartoonist  and  writer
w h o s e  w o r k
consistently  pushes
boundaries.  Unlike
many creators who aim
f o r  m a s s  a p p e a l ,
Persons  focuses  on
introspective,  often
u n c o m f o r t a b l e
narratives  that  probe
the human psyche. His
background in fine arts
a n d  a  d e e p
appreciation for literary
horror  (influences
include H.P.  Lovecraft,
Thomas  Ligotti,  and
the cinematic dread of
Dav id  Lynch )  a re
evident in every panel
of  The  Pit.  Persons  is
known  for  his  sparse
d ia logue ,  re ly ing
ins tead  on  v i sua l
metaphors  and  panel
composition to convey
emotion  and  tension.
John Persons The Pit
Complete  Comic
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
culmination of his early
career,  collecting  all

issues  of  the  original
limited  series  into  a
s i n g l e ,  c o h e s i v e
volume.

OVERVIEW OF THE
PIT: PLOT AND
PREMISE

The Pit  centers  on an
u n n a m e d
p r o t a g o n i s t — o f t e n
referred  to  by  fans
s i m p l y  a s  “ T h e
Drifter”—who arrives in
a  decay ing ,  ra in -
soaked  town  with  no
memory of how he got
there. The town itself is
c l a u s t r o p h o b i c ,
populated  by  hollow-
eyed  residents  who
speak  in  fragmented
sentences .  At  the
center of the town lies
a  massive,  seemingly
bottomless  pit  that
emits a low, humming
sound.  The  Dri fter
becomes  obsessed
with understanding the
pit,  only  to  discover
that  it  is  not  just  a
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physical  hole  but  a
psych ic  wound—a
reposi tory  for  the
town’s  collective  guilt,
s e c r e t s ,  a n d
suppressed trauma.

The
Structure
of the
Complete
Collection
John Persons The Pit
Complete  Comic  is
structured  as  a  single
narrative  arc  divided
into five chapters, each
representing a stage of
t h e  D r i f t e r ’ s
psychological  descent.
The collection includes
bonus material such as
concept  sketches,  an
afterword  by  Persons,
and  a  foreword  by  a
noted  horror  scholar.

Readers  often  praise
the  pacing:  the  slow
burn  of  the  first
chapter gives way to a
feverish,  nightmarish
climax  in  the  final
pages.

THEMATIC
DEPTHS: WHAT
THE PIT IS REALLY
ABOUT

On the surface, The Pit
is a horror story, but its
true  power  lies  in  its
allegorical  richness.
The  pit  serves  as  a
multifaceted symbol:

Trauma and
memory: The pit
represents
repressed
memories and
the unspoken
horrors of the
past that
threaten to
consume the
present.
Existential
dread: The
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bottomless
nature of the pit
mirrors the
human fear of
the unknown and
the void of
meaning.
Community and
complicity: The
townspeople are
not innocent;
they have fed
the pit with their
own sins, and the
Drifter becomes
a catalyst for
their collective
reckoning.

T h e  c o m i c  a l s o
explores the theme of
i s o l a t i o n — b o t h
p h y s i c a l  a n d
emotional.  The  Drifter
is cut off from his past,
unable to connect with
others, and his journey
i n t o  t h e  p i t  i s
s imu l taneous ly  a
journey inward. Fans of
psychological  horror
will  appreciate  how
Persons  avoids  cheap

jump  scares,  instead
building dread through
atmosphere,  recurring
motifs  (the  sound  of
d r ipp ing  water ,  a
scratched photograph),
and  ambiguous  panel
art that leaves much to
the imagination.

ART STYLE AND
VISUAL
STORYTELLING

One  cannot  discuss
John Persons The Pit
Complete  Comic
without  analyzing  its
distinctive art. Persons
employs a black-and-
white  palette  with
heavy  use  of  cross-
hatching and negative
space.  The  town  is
rendered  in  stark,
angular lines, while the
pit itself is depicted in
increasingly  abstract
ways—sometimes as a
dark void, other times
as  a  swirling  mass  of
faces  and  limbs.  This
s t y l i s t i c  c h o i c e



John Persons The Pit Complete Comic 5

5

reinforces the theme of
the  subconscious:  the
illustrations  become
more  distorted  as  the
Drifter descends.

Panel
Layout
and
Rhythm
Persons is a master of
silent  storytell ing.
Several  pages  contain
no  d ia logue ,  on ly
panels  that  s lowly
zoom in or pan across
a  s c e n e .  I n  o n e
memorable  sequence,
a  fu l l -page  splash
shows  the  pit  from
a b o v e ,  w i t h  t h e
Drifter’s silhouette tiny
a t  t h e  e d g e ,
e m p h a s i z i n g  h i s
insignificance.  The  use
of  gutter  space  (the
gaps  between  panels)

is  deliberate:  Persons
of ten  leaves  wide
gutters  to  create  a
sense  of  suspension,
making the reader wait
b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t
revelation.

HOW THE PIT
COMPARES TO
OTHER INDIE
COMICS

Readers  who  enjoy
works  like  Black  Hole
by  Char les  Burns ,
Uzumaki by Junji Ito, or
Providence  by  Alan
Moore  will  find  similar
sensibilities in The Pit.
However,  where those
titles  lean  into  body
h o r r o r  o r  c o s m i c
horror,  Persons’  comic
is  more  grounded  in
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
realism.  The  horror
c o m e s  n o t  f r o m
monsters but from the
human  capacity  for
self-destruction.  This
makes  John  Persons
The  Pit  Complete
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Comic  a unique entry
in  the  indie  horror
genre.

PUBLICATION
HISTORY AND
AVAILABILITY

The  original  serialized
issues of The Pit  were
se l f -pub l i shed  by
Persons  in  small  print
runs  between  2014
and 2017. They quickly
sold out and gained a
reputation  through
word of mouth among
comic  bloggers  and
small-press  reviewers.
In  2019,  a  collected
edition—titled  John
Persons  The  P i t
C o m p l e t e
Comic—was  released
b y  a  b o u t i q u e
publisher,  offering
readers  a  chance  to
own  the  entire  story.
The volume is available
in both standard trade
p a p e r b a c k  a n d  a
limited hardcover with
a foil-stamped cover.

Where to
Find the
Complete
Comic
While  mainstream
retailers rarely stock it,
the book can be found
through:

Independent
comic shops that
specialize in
alternative titles.
Online platforms
such as the
publisher’s
website or
dedicated indie
bookstores.
Digital editions
on services like
ComiXology
(though the print
version is highly
recommended
for the full visual
impact).
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Addit ional ly,  John
Persons  The  P i t
Complete Comic  has
b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n
s e v e r a l  l i b r a r y
c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d
university  courses  on
graphic  narrative,
further  cementing  its
status  as  a  work  of
l iterary merit.

WHY THIS COMIC
DESERVES A
WIDER AUDIENCE

Desp i te  i t s  n i che
a p p e a l ,  T h e  P i t
possesses  qualities
that  could  resonate
w i t h  a  b r o a d
readership. For one, its
l e n g t h  i s
m a n a g e a b l e — t h e
complete  story  runs
roughly  120  pages,
making  it  a  satisfying
single-sitting  read.
Second, the themes of
trauma  and  recovery
are  universal,  even  if
the  presentation  is
dark.  Third,  the art  is

str iking  enough  to
appeal  to  those  who
admire  graphic  design
and illustration.
John Persons The Pit
Complete Comic also
serves as a gateway to
the  wider  wor ld  of
independent  horror
comics.  Many  readers
w h o  d i s c o v e r e d
Persons’  work  have
gone  on  to  explore
other  self-published
creators ,  thereby
supporting a vital part
o f  t h e  c o m i c
ecosystem.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
COMMUNITY
RESPONSE

The comic has received
praise from indie critics
and  horror  literature
reviewers.  Notable
points  highlighted  in
reviews  include:

Atmosphere:1.
“Persons creates
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a world that feels
both familiar and
alien, like a
memory you
can’t quite
retrieve.” – Indie
Comic Review
Character2.
depth: Despite
minimal
dialogue, the
Drifter is a
compelling,
tragic figure.
Ending: The3.
conclusion is
ambiguous but
emotionally
devastating,
leaving readers
debating
interpretations
on forums and
social media.

Fans often discuss the
c o m i c ’ s  u s e  o f
symbolism,  such  as
the recurring image of
a key that  appears in
many  panels—but
neither the Drifter nor
the  townspeople  ever

use it. This open-ended
approach  encourages
rereading and analysis,
adding to the longevity
of the work.

INTERVIEW
INSIGHTS: JOHN
PERSONS ON
CREATING THE PIT

In a rare interview with
a small-press  podcast,
Persons explained that
the  idea  for  The  Pit
came from a recurring
nightmare he had as a
child:  a  hole  in  the
backyard  that  kept
g r o w i n g .  H e  a l s o
mentioned  that  the
c o m p l e t e  c o m i c
required  extensive
revisions, as he wanted
the visual language to
be  consistent  from
start  to  finish.  When
a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e
meaning of the pit, he
said, “It’s not a riddle
to  be  solved.  It ’s  a
f e e l i n g  t o  b e
experienced.”  This
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philosophy  underpins
the  entire  project.

CONCLUSION:
DESCEND INTO
THE PIT

John Persons The Pit
Complete  Comic  is
more than just a horror
graphic  novel—it  is  a
ca re fu l l y  c ra f ted
meditation  on  fear,
m e m o r y ,  a n d  t h e
darkness  we  carry
within. Its atmospheric
art,  sparse  yet  potent

writing,  and  haunting
themes  make  i t  a
standout  work  in  the
indie  comic  scene.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  collector  of
underground comics or
a  c u r i o u s  r e a d e r
looking  for  something
outside  the  superhero
mainstream,  The  Pit
offers  a  deeply
rewarding  experience.
Seek it  out,  read it  in
the quiet of a dimly lit
room,  and  le t  the
descent  begin.


