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SURVIVING
HISTORY: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO ALL OF THE I
SURVIVED BOOKS

For  millions  of  young
readers  across  the
globe, few book series
have  captured  the
i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d
curiosity  like  Lauren
T a r s h i s ' s  i c o n i c
historical  fiction
collection. All of the I
Surviveds  represent
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
reading  l ist—they
serve as a gateway to
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
h u m a n i t y ' s  m o s t
dramatic  moments

through  the  eyes  of
chi ldren  who  l ived
through  them.  Since
the  first  book  debuted
i n  2 0 1 0 ,  t h i s
remarkable  series  has
become  a  staple  in
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d
libraries,  blending
rigorous  historical
research  with  page-
turning  storytelling
t h a t  k e e p s  e v e n
re luctant  readers
engaged.  This  article
explores every facet of
the  series,  from  its
complete  book  list  to
i t s  p r o f o u n d
educational  impact,
offering  a  thorough
look  a t  why  these
stories  continue  to
resonate  with  young
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audiences  everywhere.

THE CONCEPT
BEHIND THE I
SURVIVED SERIES

At  i t s  hear t ,  the  I
S u r v i v e d  s e r i e s
operates  on  a  simple
yet  powerful  premise.
Each  book  places  a
fictional  child
protagonist  at  the
c e n t e r  o f  a  r e a l
historical  disaster  or
pivotal  event.  The
children  are  ordinary
kids  confronted  with
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
circumstances.  They
are not superheroes or
history's  giants.  They
are  relatable  young
people  who  must  find
t h e  c o u r a g e ,
resourcefulness,  and
resilience  to  make  it
t h r o u g h  a n
unimaginable  ordeal.
This  approach  makes
history feel  immediate
and  personal.  Instead
o f  r e a d i n g  a  d r y

textbook  account  of
the  s ink ing  o f  the
Titanic  or  the  attacks
o f  September  11 ,
readers  experience
these  events  through
the  senses,  emotions,
and decisions of a child
their  own  age.  The
s e r i e s  c u r r e n t l y
numbers  over  twenty
books,  with  several
g r a p h i c  n o v e l
a d a p t a t i o n s  a n d
companion  activity
books  expanding  the
universe.

A COMPLETE
CHRONOLOGICAL
GUIDE: ALL OF THE
I SURVIVEDS IN
THE SERIES

Tracking  down  all  of
the  I  Surviveds  can
feel  l ike  a  treasure
hunt for dedicated fans
and  collectors.  The
books  are  not  always
publ ished  in  str ict
chronological  order  of
the events they cover,
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but  the  h is tor ica l
timeline they represent
is fascinating to follow.
Here is a complete list
of  the  main  ser ies
titles, organized by the
date  of  the  historical
event they feature.

Ancient
and Early
Modern
Disasters

I Survived the
Destruction of
Pompeii, AD 79
— Book 10 in the
series covers the
catastrophic
eruption of
Mount Vesuvius
that buried the
Roman city of
Pompeii. The
story follows a
young boy
named Marcus

who must find
his father amid
the ash and
chaos.
I Survived the
Battle of
Gettysburg,
1863 — Book 7
transports
readers to the
bloodiest battle
of the American
Civil War. The
protagonist,
Thomas, is a
young enslaved
boy who escapes
and finds himself
swept into the
conflict.
I Survived the
Great Chicago
Fire, 1871 —
Book 11 features
Oscar, a young
immigrant boy
who must
navigate the
terrifying
firestorm that
destroyed much
of Chicago.
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I Survived the
San Francisco
Earthquake,
1906 — Book 5
shows Leo, a
young boy living
in San Francisco
when the
massive
earthquake and
subsequent fires
level the city.
I Survived the
Sinking of the
Titanic, 1912 —
Book 1, the book
that started it all,
follows George
Calder and his
sister as they
experience the
infamous night
the unthinkable
ocean liner went
down.
I Survived the
Great Molasses
Flood, 1919 —
Book 19 is one of
the more unusual
entries,
centering on a

bizarre but real
disaster in
Boston where a
massive tank of
molasses burst,
creating a deadly
wave.
I Survived the
Galveston
Hurricane,
1900 — Book 21
is the most
recent addition,
detailing the
deadliest natural
disaster in
American history
through the eyes
of a young boy
named Charlie.

World
War II
and
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Mid-20th
Century

Events
I Survived the
Nazi Invasion,
1944 — Book 9
focuses on the
Holocaust and
the resistance in
Poland, following
Max and his
sister Zena as
they try to
survive the
German
occupation.
I Survived the
Bombing of
Pearl Harbor,
1941 — Book 4
features Danny,
a boy living in
Hawaii when the
Japanese attack
plunges the
United States
into World War II.

I Survived the
Hindenburg
Disaster, 1937
— Book 13
recounts the
dramatic
explosion of the
German airship
in New Jersey,
told through the
perspective of
eleven-year-old
Hugo.
I Survived the
Japanese
Tsunami, 2011
— Book 8 shows
Ben, a young
American boy
living in Japan,
experiencing the
devastating
earthquake and
tsunami that
struck the
country.
I Survived the
Attacks of
September 11,
2001 — Book 6
is perhaps the
most emotionally
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resonant entry,
exploring the
tragedy through
the eyes of a boy
named Lucas
whose father
works in the
World Trade
Center.

Natural
Disasters
and
Catastrop
hes

I Survived the
Shark Attacks
of 1916 — Book
2 dives into the
real-life series of
shark attacks
along the Jersey
Shore that
inspired the
movie Jaws.

I Survived
Hurricane
Katrina, 2005
— Book 3 follows
Barry, a young
boy who must
survive the
floodwaters and
chaos in New
Orleans after the
historic
hurricane.
I Survived the
Joplin Tornado,
2011 — Book 12
is set during the
devastating EF5
tornado that
ripped through
Joplin, Missouri,
and follows a boy
named Dexter.
I Survived the
Eruption of
Mount St.
Helens, 1980 —
Book 14 places
readers at the
foot of the
volcano when it
erupted with
astonishing
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force.
I Survived the
American
Revolution,
1776 — Book 15
takes a slightly
different
approach,
focusing on the
Revolutionary
War rather than
a natural
disaster.
I Survived the
Children's
Blizzard, 1888
— Book 16
recounts the
terrible blizzard
that caught
prairie
schoolchildren by
surprise.
I Survived the
Attack of the
Grizzlies, 1967
— Book 17 is
based on the
true story of a
night when
grizzly bears
attacked

campers in
Glacier National
Park.
I Survived the
Battle of D-
Day, 1944 —
Book 18 places
readers on the
beaches of
Normandy during
the Allied
invasion of World
War II.
I Survived the
Wellington
Avalanche,
1910 — Book 20
tells the story of
the deadliest
avalanche in
American history,
which swept two
trains off the
tracks in
Washington
state.

THE GRAPHIC
NOVEL
ADAPTATIONS AND
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COMPANION
BOOKS

In  recent  years,  the
series  has  expanded
beyond  the  classic
chapter  book  format.
Several  tit les  have
been  adapted  into
engaging  graph ic
novels,  making  all  of
the  I  Su rv i veds
accessible  to  visual
learners  and  younger
r e a d e r s .  T h e s e
adaptations, illustrated
by various artists, bring
the action to vivid life
while  retaining  the
emotional depth of the
o r i g i n a l  s t o r i e s .
Currently,  graphic
novel versions exist for
the  s ink ing  o f  the
Titanic,  the  attacks  of
September 11, the Nazi
invasion,  the Battle of
Gettysburg,  the  Great
Chicago  Fire,  and  the
shark attacks of 1916,
with more on the way.
Addit ional ly,  the  I

Survived  True  Stories
series  offers  nonfiction
companion  volumes
that  provide  deeper
background  on  the
histor ica l  events ,
featuring  photographs,
maps,  timelines,  and
additional  survivor
accounts.

WHY THE I
SURVIVED SERIES
RESONATES WITH
YOUNG READERS

T h e  e n d u r i n g
popularity of all of the
I  Surviveds  can  be
attributed  to  several
key factors that Lauren
Tarshis honed through
years  of  writing  and
edit ing  chi ldren's
magazines.  First  and
foremost,  the  books
respect their audience.
The  subject  matter  is
o f t e n  d a r k  a n d
fr ightening—death,
destruction,  war,  and
l o s s  a r e  c e n t r a l
themes.  Yet  Tarshis
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handles  these  topics
with  sensitivity  and
care,  never  shying
away from the gravity
of  the  events  while
ensuring  the  story
r e m a i n s  a g e -
approp r i a te .  The
protagonists  model
courage  and  problem-
solving under pressure.
They are allowed to be
scared,  confused,  and
s a d ,  b u t  t h e y
ultimately find a way to
p e r s e v e r e .  T h i s
message  of  resilience
i s  p r o f o u n d l y
e m p o w e r i n g  f o r
children who may feel
powerless in their own
lives.

The
Education
al Appeal

for
Teachers
and
Parents
E d u c a t o r s  h a v e
embraced  the  series
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e
enthusiasm. The books
serve  as  excel lent
e n t r y  p o i n t s  f o r
teaching  history  in  a
way that feels relevant
and exciting. A teacher
can  assign  I  Survived
t h e  B a t t l e  o f
Gettysburg,  1863
alongside a unit on the
Civil  War,  al lowing
students  to  connect
emotionally  with  the
material  before  diving
into dates and political
causes. The books are
w r i t t e n  a t
approximately  a  third
to fourth grade reading
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level,  making  them
accessible  to  a  wide
range  of  students,
including  those  who
struggle  with  reading.
The  short  chapters,
cliffhanger  endings,
and high-action pacing
keep  students  turning
p a g e s ,  b u i l d i n g
s t a m i n a  a n d
confidence.  Scholastic,
the publisher, provides
extensive  educational
resources,  including
discussion  guides,
vocabulary  lists,  and
w r i t i n g  p r o m p t s
correlated to all of the
I Surviveds.

Represen
tation
and
Diverse

Voices
Another strength of the
s e r i e s  i s  i t s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
representing  diverse
perspect ives.  The
protagonists  come
from a  wide  range  of
backgrounds. They are
b o y s  a n d  g i r l s ,
immigrants and native-
b o r n  A m e r i c a n s ,
enslaved  and  free,
wealthy and poor. This
d ivers i ty  a l lows  a
broad  readership  to
s e e  t h e m s e l v e s
reflected in the stories.
I n  I  S u r v i v e d  t h e
Hindenburg  Disaster,
1 9 3 7 ,  t h e  m a i n
character  is  a  young
boy  traveling  with  his
parents,  but  the story
subtly  addresses class
and  pr iv i lege.  In  I
Surv ived  the  Naz i
Invasion,  1944,  the
heroes  are  Jewish
chi ldren  res ist ing
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persecut ion.  Th is
thoughtful  casting  of
characters  ensures
t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  I
Surviveds  collectively
tell  a  more  complete
story  of  the  American
experience  and  world
history.

THE WRITING
STYLE AND
STRUCTURAL
FORMULAS

Readers  familiar  with
the  ser ies  quick ly
recognize its signature
structure.  Each  book
opens  with  a  gripping
prologue  that  drops
readers  straight  into
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e
disaster.  We  see  the
volcano  erupting,  the
s h i p  h i t t i n g  t h e
iceberg,  or  the  first
t r e m o r s  o f  t h e
earthquake  before  we
e v e n  k n o w  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s .  T h i s
technique immediately
establishes stakes and

h o o k s  r e l u c t a n t
readers. The story then
rewinds  several  days
o r  weeks  ea r l i e r ,
i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e
protagonist  in  their
everyday  l i fe.  This
quiet  opening  allows
readers  to  bond  with
the  character  before
the  chaos  begins .
Tarshis  builds  tension
methodically,  dropping
s m a l l  h i n t s  a n d
foreshadowing  the
impending  disaster.
The middle third of the
book contains the most
i n t e n s e  a c t i o n
sequences, followed by
a  denouement  that
shows  the  aftermath
and  the  first  steps
toward recovery.  Each
book concludes with a
historical  note  that
separates  fact  from
fiction,  often  including
photographs,  maps,
and  suggestions  for
further  reading.
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THE IMPACT ON
CHILDREN'S
LITERACY AND
HISTORY
EDUCATION

R e s e a r c h  a n d
anecdotal  evidence
f r o m  e d u c a t o r s
suggest  that  the  I
Survived  series  has
had  a  measurab le
impact  on  children's
literacy.  Librarians
frequently  report  that
the  books  are  among
the  most  checked-out
t i t l e s  i n  t h e i r
collections.  The  series
has introduced millions
o f  ch i ld ren  to  the
concept of reading for
pleasure,  particularly
b o y s  w h o  o f t e n
become  disengaged
from  fiction  during  the
elementary  school
years. The combination
of  adventure,  danger,
a n d  r e a l - w o r l d
relevance  creates  a
power fu l  read ing

incentive. Furthermore,
the  series  encourages
curiosity about history.
Many  readers  finish
o n e  b o o k  a n d
immediately  demand
to  know  more  about
t h e  e v e n t .  T h e y
r e s e a r c h ,  a s k
questions, and develop
a habit of inquiry that
se rves  them  we l l
t h roughou t  t he i r
academic careers. It is
c o m m o n  t o  s e e
students reading all of
the  I  Surviveds  in
sequence,  collecting
them  like  badges  of
honor.

HOW TO
APPROACH THE
SERIES AS A NEW
READER

F o r  t h o s e  j u s t
beginning their journey
through  all  of  the  I
Surviveds, there is no
mandatory  starting
p o i n t .  E a c h  b o o k
s tands  a lone  as  a
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c o m p l e t e  s t o r y .
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
readers  enjoy  starting
with Book 1, I Survived
the  S ink ing  of  the
Titanic, 1912, simply to
see  how  the  series
began. Others prefer to
choose  a  book  based

on  a  historical  event
they  already  find
interesting.  A  child
f a s c i n a t e d  b y
volcanoes  might  start
with Mount St.  Helens
or  Pompeii.  A  reader
interested  in  military
history  might


