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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE VERB
“TO BE” IS THE CORNERSTONE
OF ESL LEARNING

For anyone teaching English as a Second
Language (ESL), few topics are as
fundamental—and as challenging—as
the verb “to be.” This small but mighty
verb changes form more than almost
any other in English: am, is, are, was,
were, being, been. Without mastering it,
learners cannot form basic sentences,
ask simple questions, or describe
themselves. This is where Verb To Be
Worksheets ESL come into play. These
resources offer structured, repeatable
practice that helps students internalize
the patterns of the verb “to be” in a
variety of contexts. In this article, we will
explore why these worksheets are
indispensable, what types are most
effective, and how teachers can use
them to build a solid grammatical
foundation for their students.

UNDERSTANDING THE VERB “TO
BE” IN ESL CONTEXTS

Why the Verb
“To Be"” Requires
Special Attention

The verb “to be” functions as both a
main verb (I am a teacher) and an
auxiliary verb (I am walking). Its irregular

conjugation and unique usage in
questions and negatives often confuse
learners whose native languages work
differently. For example, in many
languages, the present tense of “to be”
is dropped entirely or replaced with a
single, unchanging word. This means ESL
students must not only memorize the
forms but also learn when to use them.
Verb To Be Worksheets ESL are
designed to isolate these patterns so
that learners can practice them
repeatedly until they become automatic.

Common
Challenges for
ESL Learners

e Subject-verb agreement:
Remembering that “he/she/it”
uses “is,” while “I” uses “am” and
“you/we/they” use “are.”

e Past tense confusion: Knowing
when to use “was” versus “were.”

* Negative forms: Correctly
placing “not” (is not, are not, am
not - though “am not” does not
contract to “amn’t” in standard
English).

e Question formation: Inverting
the verb and subject (He is happy
- Is he happy?).

e Short answers: Using “Yes, | am”
instead of “Yes, I'm” (a common
beginner error).

Well-designed verb to be worksheets
tackle each of these issues individually


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

and in combination.

TYPES OF VERB TO BE
WORKSHEETS ESL TEACHERS
SHOULD USE

1. Fill-in-the-
Blank
Worksheets

These are the most straightforward type.
Learners see a sentence with a blank
and must choose the correct form: “She
____adoctor.” (Answer: is) This format
builds raw accuracy. More advanced fill-
in-the-blank worksheets mix present and
past tense, forcing students to decide
based on context clues or time
expressions like “yesterday”.

2. Affirmative,
Negative, and
Question
Transformation
Worksheets

A common exercise asks students to
take an affirmative sentence (e.g., “He is
tall.”) and rewrite it as a negative (“He is
not tall.”) and as a question (“Is he
tall?”). This repetition solidifies the
syntactic pattern. ESL learners often
struggle most with question structure, so
dedicated Verb To Be Worksheets
ESL focusing on yes/no questions with
“to be” are invaluable.

3. Sentence
Scramble
Worksheets

Young learners and beginners benefit
from rearranging words to form correct
sentences. For example: “/is / a / She /
student / .” - “She is a student.” This
kinesthetic approach helps reinforce
word order, especially the position of the
verb “to be” (always the second element
after the subject in affirmative
statements).

4. Picture-Based
Worksheets

Visuals are powerful for vocabulary
acquisition. A worksheet with images of
people, animals, or objects and prompts
like “The cat ____ on the mat” (blank)
helps learners connect the verb to real-
world meaning. Many Verb To Be
Worksheets ESL for beginners
incorporate cartoon characters and
simple scenes.

5. Short Answer
and Error
Correction
Worksheets

As students progress, they need to
recognize and correct mistakes. A
worksheet might show: “She are happy.”
Students underline the error and write
the correct version. This develops a
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critical eye and deepens understanding
of subject-verb agreement.

6. Story-based or
Cloze
Worksheets

An advanced type presents a short
narrative with the verb “to be” removed
in multiple forms. The student must fill in
the correct tense and conjugation based
on the story timeline. This contextualizes
the grammar and improves reading
comprehension simultaneously.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY USE VERB
TO BE WORKSHEETS IN THE ESL
CLASSROOM

Start with the
Present Tense

Most curricula introduce the present
simple of “to be” first. Use worksheets
that focus only on am, is, are before
mixing past tenses. A typical progression
is: singular subjects with “is” - plural
subjects with “are” — first person with
“am” - then all three combined.

Integrate
Worksheets with
Other Activities

Worksheets should not be the only tool.
Use them as a written reinforcement
after an oral drill or a game. For
example, after playing a “Guess Who”
game where students ask “Is he tall?”

and “ls she wearing glasses?”, give a
worksheet that practices the same
guestion forms. This connects the
written practice to meaningful
communication.

Differentiate for
Proficiency
_evels

Not all learners need the same
worksheet. Beginners might fill in
“am/is/are” while intermediate students
work on “was/were” or negative
contractions. Advanced learners could
use worksheets that include the verb “to
be” in the present continuous or passive
voice. Having a variety of Verb To Be
Worksheets ESL ensures every student
works at their appropriate challenge
level.

Use Worksheets
as Homework,
Warm-ups, or
Exit Tickets

Because worksheets are self-contained,
they are perfect for different time
frames. A quick 5-minute fill-in exercise
can wake up the brain at the start of
class. A longer transformation worksheet
makes a good homework assignment. A
one-page error-correction sheet can
serve as an exit ticket to assess
comprehension before leaving.

BEST PRACTICES FOR CREATING



WORKSHEETS

Keep Language
Simple and
Familiar

When writing sentences for worksheets,
use vocabulary that students already
know. For example: “l am happy.” “The
dog is big.” “They are students.” Avoid
introducing new words when the goal is
grammar practice. This reduces
cognitive load and lets learners focus on
the verb form.

Include a Mix of
Pronouns and
Nouns

Repeating “he, she, it” can be boring,
but also essential. However, also use
nouns: “My mother is,” “The books are,”
“The children were.” This helps students
see that the verb agrees with the
subject, not just pronouns.

Provide a
Reference Box or
Chart

Especially for beginner worksheets,
include a small table of conjugations at
the top. For example:

¢ Present: | am, he/she/it is,
we/you/they are

* Past:YOURNOWMVERB IO BE
were

This empowers students to check their
work and builds independence.

Include Answer
Keys

Whether you're a teacher or a self-
studying learner, answer keys are
crucial. They allow for immediate
feedback. Many downloadable Verb To
Be Worksheets ESL from reputable
sites include separate answer sheets.

DIGITAL VS. PRINTABLE
WORKSHEETS: WHAT WORKS
BEST?

Advantages of
Printable
Worksheets

* No screen fatigue: Especially for
young learners, paper and pencil
can be more engaging.

» Easy to differentiate: Print
different versions for different
students.

e Workshop-friendly: Students
can work in pairs, exchange
papers, or do hands-on activities
like cutting and sorting.

Advantages of
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Digital

Worksheets
(PDFs or Online

Forms)

e Accessibility: Perfect for remote
learning or hybrid classrooms.

» Self-grading options: Online
quizzes with instant feedback save
teacher time.

e Environmentally friendly: No
paper waste.

Most teachers find a blend of both works
best. For example, use a digital
worksheet for homework and a printable
one for in-class group work. The key is
that the content follows the same
pedagogical principles regardless of
format.

SAMPLE WORKSHEET ACTIVITIES
FOR DIFFERENT LEVELS

Beginner:
Present Simple
Fill-in

1. 1 __ astudent.

2. She __ my friend.

3. They __ from Brazil.

4. He __ nottall.

5. youhungry? Yes, | .

Objective: Basic conjugation and short
answer form.

Intermediate:
Past vs. Present

1. Yesterday the weather __ (be)
cold, but today it ___ (be) warm.

2. We _ (be) at the park last
weekend.

3. Where ___ (be) your keys? | think
they _ (be)in the car.

Objective: Discriminate between
present and past contexts.

Advanced: Error
Correction and
Rewriting

1. He were late for school yesterday.

2. The children is playing outside.

3. I 'am not go to the party last night.
(Correct both verb and tense)

Objective:
agreement
mismatches.

WHERE TO FIND QUALITY VERB
TO BE WORKSHEETS ESL

Identify
errors

subject-verb
and tense

Many online platforms offer free and
premium worksheets. Look for sites that
provide clear formatting, realistic
language, and answer keys. Some
popular sources include:

e ESL-library.com (now part of Ellii) -
extensive library of grammar
worksheets.

e BusyTeacher.org - user-submitted
worksheets with ratings.

e Teachers Pay Teachers - many
affordable, high-quality worksheets



from experienced educators.

e British Council’s LearnEnglish -
free printable exercises for teens
and adults.

e ISL Collective - community-driven
site with thousands of
downloadable ESL worksheets.

When selecting worksheets, pay
attention to the target age group, the
specific tense covered, and whether the
worksheet includes communicative
elements like sentence writing or pair
work.

CONCLUSION: BUILDING FLUENCY
ONE WORKSHEET AT A TIME

The verb “to be” is the gateway to
English fluency. Without it, learners
cannot introduce themselves, describe

the world, or ask basic questions. Verb
To Be Worksheets ESL are not just
busywork—they are scaffolded tools that
help students move from conscious
memorization to automatic usage. By
choosing worksheets that progress
logically, mix drill with context, and cater
to different learning styles, teachers can
give their students the repeated, varied
practice they need. Whether you teach
in a classroom or tutor one-on-one,
having a collection of well-designed verb
to be worksheets in your toolkit ensures
that your students will build a strong
grammatical foundation for everything
that follows. Now, go ahead—download,
create, or adapt a worksheet today, and
watch your students’ confidence grow as
they master this essential verb.
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