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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING READING SUCCESS WITH
THE CORRECTIVE READING DECODING B1 STUDENT
WORKBOOK

Reading is  the foundation of  all  academic learning,  yet many
students struggle to master even the most basic decoding skills.
For educators and parents seeking an evidence-based solution,
the Corrective Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook
stands out as a powerful tool. Designed as part of the renowned
SRA Corrective Reading program, this workbook targets students
in grades 3 through 12 who read at a first- or second-grade level.
It focuses on systematic, explicit instruction in decoding, helping
learners break the code of written language. In this article, we
will explore every aspect of the workbook, from its structure and
teaching methodology to practical tips for maximizing its impact.
Whether you are a teacher planning a reading intervention or a
parent supporting a struggling reader at home, understanding
the value of this resource can transform your approach.

WHAT IS CORRECTIVE READING DECODING B1?

The Corrective Reading Decoding B1 level is the second book
in  a  series  of  decoding  programs  developed  by  Siegfried
Engelmann and colleagues. It builds directly on the foundational
skills  taught  in  Decoding  A.  The  accompanying  Corrective
Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook provides the daily
exercises and practice activities that drive the curriculum. The
program  is  part  of  Direct  Instruction  (DI),  a  teaching  model
backed  by  decades  of  research  showing  significant  gains  for
students  with  reading  difficulties,  including  those  with  learning
disabilities  such  as  dyslexia.
The  workbook  is  not  a  standalone  product;  it  is  used  in
conjunction  with  the  teacher's  presentation  book  and can  be
implemented  in  small  groups  or  one-on-one  settings.  It  is
designed  for  students  who  have  mastered  basic  letter-sound
correspondences but  still  struggle with blending,  word attack,
and  fluency.  The  goal  of  Decoding  B1  is  to  bring  students  to  a
solid  second-grade reading level,  enabling them to  read with
greater accuracy and comprehension.

Who Benefits from This
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Workbook?
The Corrective Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook is
specifically tailored for:

Students in upper elementary, middle, and high
school who are reading well below grade level. These
learners often have gaps in phonemic awareness and
decoding that prevent them from accessing grade-level
text.
English language learners who need explicit phonics
instruction to understand the sound-symbol relationships of
English.
Students with identified learning disabilities such as
dyslexia, auditory processing disorder, or other reading-
related challenges.
Intervention groups in Response to Intervention
(RTI) programs at Tier 2 or Tier 3 levels.
Homeschooling parents looking for a structured,
research-backed reading curriculum.

The workbook is appropriate for students who have completed
Decoding A or  who have a  basic  knowledge of  letter  sounds
(typically single consonants and short vowels) but cannot fluently
decode  words  with  consonant  blends,  digraphs,  and  more
complex vowel patterns. It is not intended for beginning readers;
it is a remediation tool for those who have already fallen behind.

KEY FEATURES OF THE WORKBOOK

The Corrective Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook is
carefully  structured to  support  mastery learning.  Here are its
most notable features:

Systematic and Sequential
Lessons
The workbook contains 65 lessons, each building incrementally
on the previous one. Skills are introduced in a logical order: first
consonant  blends  and  digraphs,  then  common  vowel
combinations,  and  finally  multi-syllable  words.  Each  lesson  is
designed to be completed in about 30–45 minutes,  making it
feasible for daily use in a classroom or home setting.

Explicit and Direct
Instruction Format
Following the Direct Instruction model, each exercise is highly
scripted  in  the  teacher's  manual,  but  the  student  workbook
provides the practice side. Students respond to prompts, read
words and sentences, and complete written tasks. The workbook
eliminates guesswork: every task is modeled, guided, and then
performed independently.
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Built-In Repetition and
Review
One  of  the  strengths  of  the  program  is  its  spiral  review.
Previously taught sounds and words appear repeatedly in new
contexts,  ensuring long-term retention. The workbook includes
regular cumulative reviews every few lessons, allowing students
to demonstrate mastery before moving forward.

Clear and Uncluttered
Design
Pages are black and white with large, easy-to-read fonts. There
are  minimal  distractions,  which  is  crucial  for  students  with
attention  difficulties.  Each  page  focuses  on  a  single  skill  or  a
small  set  of  closely  related  skills,  reducing  cognitive  overload.

Fluency Building Activities
In  addition  to  decoding  accuracy,  the  workbook  emphasizes
reading  fluency.  Timed  reading  passages  are  included,  and
students track their own progress. This component is vital for
moving  from  laborious  sounding-out  to  automatic  word
recognition.

HOW THE WORKBOOK WORKS IN PRACTICE

To  understand  the  true  value  of  the  Corrective  Reading
Decoding B 1 Student Workbook,  it helps to see how it is
used in a typical lesson. A session usually follows this structure:

Word Attack Skills: The teacher presents new sounds or1.
word parts on a board or chart, and students practice
sounding out words using the workbook. For example,
students might see the word "stamp" and be guided to say
each sound separately before blending.
Individual Word Reading: Students read a list of words2.
from the workbook, both in unison and individually. The
teacher corrects errors immediately using a specific
correction procedure (e.g., "My turn: /st/… /amp/. Your turn
again.").
Story Reading: After mastery of the new words, students3.
read a short, controlled text in the workbook. These stories
are composed entirely of decodable words from lessons
taught so far. Comprehension questions follow.
Workbook Exercises: Students complete written tasks4.
such as circling the correct word to complete a sentence,
matching sounds to letters, or filling in missing letters.
These activities reinforce the auditory and visual aspects of
decoding.
Fluency Check: Periodically, students read a timed5.
passage and record their words per minute. The workbook
includes charts for graphing progress.

This  routine  may  seem  repetitive,  but  it  is  precisely  that
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repetition that builds neural pathways for reading. The consistent
format also reduces anxiety: students know what to expect and
can focus their energy on learning.

WHY DIRECT INSTRUCTION WORKS FOR STRUGGLING
READERS

The Corrective Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook is
grounded  in  the  science  of  reading.  Decades  of  research,
including  the  landmark  National  Reading  Panel  report,  confirm
that explicit, systematic phonics instruction is the most effective
method  for  teaching  children  to  read,  especially  those  with
difficulties.  Direct  Instruction  takes  this  further  by  ensuring  that
every student responds actively, receives immediate feedback,
and achieves mastery before moving on.
Critically, the workbook does not rely on context clues or picture
cues.  Instead,  it  teaches  students  to  sound  out  words  using
phonics rules. This is essential because struggling readers often
guess  at  words,  a  habit  that  weakens  decoding  ability.  The
workbook forces them to attend to every letter, building a reliable
decoding habit.

Differentiation and Pacing
Because the program is designed for small groups (ideally 4–8
students), teachers can adjust the pace. If a student needs more
practice, the workbook includes additional exercises. If the group
is ahead, the teacher can move faster. However, the program
recommends  not  skipping  lessons,  as  each  concept  is

foundational.

THE IMPACT: WHAT STUDENTS GAIN FROM USING
THE WORKBOOK

Students who complete the Corrective Reading Decoding B 1
Student  Workbook  typically  show  dramatic  improvements.
Here are the key outcomes:

Decoding Accuracy: Students learn to sound out
unfamiliar words with confidence, rather than guessing or
avoiding them.
Reading Fluency: With repeated practice, word
recognition becomes automatic. Students read with
appropriate speed and prosody (expression).
Increased Comprehension: When students no longer
struggle to decode, their cognitive resources can be
devoted to understanding the text. Comprehension
naturally improves.
Improved Self-Esteem: Many older struggling readers
have experienced years of failure. The step-by-step success
of this workbook rebuilds their confidence and motivation.
Grade-Level Access: Upon completion, students are
prepared to read second-grade materials independently
and are ready for the next level (Decoding B2).

TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING THE WORKBOOK’S
EFFECTIVENESS

Whether you are an educator or a parent, you can enhance the
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benefits  of  the  Corrective  Reading  Decoding  B  1  Student
Workbook  with  these  strategies:

Consistency Is Key
Plan to use the workbook daily. Even short, 30-minute sessions
produce better results than longer sessions twice a week. The
program is cumulative; missed days can break the sequence.

Follow the Script (Teachers)
For teachers using the full program, adhere closely to the script
in the presentation book. The language is carefully designed to
prevent confusion. If you are a parent using the workbook without
the teacher guide, consider purchasing the guide or watching
training videos.

Monitor Error Patterns
Keep a running list of words or sound combinations your student
struggles  with.  You  can  create  additional  practice  using  the
workbook’s  format.  Many  educators  also  use  a  simple  “error
correction” procedure: if a student misreads a word, immediately
model the correct pronunciation, have the student repeat it, and
then go back to the beginning of the line.

Celebrate Progress
Use  the  fluency  chart  in  the  workbook  to  visually  track
improvement. Even small gains (e.g., reading one additional word
per minute) are worth celebrating. Positive reinforcement helps
students persist through the harder lessons.

Combine with
Comprehension Work
While the workbook includes some comprehension questions, you
can supplement  with  deeper  discussion  after  each story.  Ask
students to retell, predict, or connect the story to their own lives.
This  builds  the  bridge  between  decoding  and  reading  for
meaning.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WORKBOOK

Question: Is the Corrective Reading Decoding B1 Student
Workbook suitable for my child who has ADHD?
Answer:  Yes.  The  structured,  predictable  routine  can be  very
beneficial  for  students  with  attention  difficulties.  The  short,
focused  activities  and  clear  expectations  help  maintain
engagement. Some teachers recommend using a timer for each
section to provide external structure.
Question: Can I use this workbook without the teacher’s
manual?
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Answer: It is possible, but not ideal. The workbook is designed to
be teacher-directed. However, if you are a parent familiar with
phonics instruction and Direct  Instruction,  you can still  use it
effectively.  The  key  is  to  ensure  you  are  providing  immediate
corrective feedback and not letting the student practice errors.
Question:  How  long  does  it  take  to  complete  the
workbook?
Answer:  With  consistent  daily  instruction,  most  students  finish
the 65 lessons in about 4–5 months. However, some students
may need to slow down or repeat certain lessons. Moving at the
student’s pace is more important than finishing quickly.

CONCLUSION

The Corrective Reading Decoding B 1 Student Workbook is
more than just a set of exercises—it is a lifeline for students who
have  struggled  to  unlock  the  code  of  reading.  Through
systematic, explicit instruction and plenty of practice, it builds a
solid  foundation  in  decoding,  fluency,  and  confidence.  For
educators  and  parents  committed  to  using  research-based
methods, this workbook is an invaluable resource. When used
faithfully, it can transform a frustrated, struggling reader into a
capable, motivated learner ready to tackle more complex texts.
The journey of reading recovery is not easy, but with the right
tools,  every  student  can  succeed.  The  Corrective  Reading
Decoding B 1 Student  Workbook is  one such tool,  proven by
decades of classroom success.


